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'HE REATL PRINCESS

Hans Christiaa Anderson

There was oncea Prince whe was bent upon marrying a
Princess, but it was to be a real Princess. So he roamed the whole
world ever to find such o one, but there was always something
wrong., He met many princesses, but he could not make up his
mind as to whether they were real Princesses. There was always
something thal was not quite as he felt it ought to be. So he
came home wsgain, and was mueh distressed for he absolutely
yearned alter a real Princess.

One evening there was a terrible storm. Tt thundered and the
rain poured in torrents, Itwas dreadiul, Then there came a
knockingat the city gaie, and the old King went and opened it.

A Princess stood outside, but she looked strange and ugly in
the rain. The water dripped down her hair and clothes, and ran
into the tips of hershoes and out agein at the heels. Yet she
said she was a real Princess.

“Indeed ! We'll see about that presently,” thought the old
Queen, She said nothing, but went into her bedroom, took off
all the bed-clothes, and laid a pea at the boltom of the bed. Then
she took twenly matiresses, laid them above the pea, and finally
on top of the mattressess she put twenty soft quilts.

There the Princess was to rest that night.
In the morning the Queen asked her how she had slept.

“Oh, horribly !"' said the Princess, “I have scarcely had a
wink of sleep all night. Heaven knows what there was in the bed |

I have been lying on something hard. for my whole body is black
and blue ! It was [richtful I

So they could sec at once that this was a real Princess, for
she had felt the pea through twenty mattressess and twenty soft
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guilts. No one but a real Princess could have had such delicate
feeling as that,

Then the Prince married her for now he was quite sure she
was a real Princess and the pea was preserved in the museam of
curiosities, where it may still be seen if no one has taken it away.

————
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GULLIVER IN LILLIPUT

(The following extract is taken from Gulliver's Tragels by Jonathan Swift.
Gulliver.-a doctor of an English ship, mets  ship-wrecked o the Atlantic and is
thrown ug on the fsland  of Lilliput, inbabited by 2 race of litfle people. He
goes to sleep. When he wakes up he finds himsell o prisoner. )

I attempted to rise but was not able to move. 1 found that
my arms and legs were strongly fastened to the ground. My hair,
which was long and thick, was tied down in the same manner.
Besides. I felt several strings all over my body. 1 could only look
upwards, I heard a strange noise around me, but as I lay on my
back I could sze nothing.

In a little time I felt something alive moving on my left leg
Advancing quietly forward over my body it came almost up to my
chin. Bending my eyes downward as much as I could, [ saw that
it was a little man hardly six inches high, witha bow and arrow in
his hands, I felt at least forty more men of the same kind following
the first. I was greatly astonished and cried out so loud that they
all ran back in fear. Some of them, as | was afterwards told, were
hurt in leaping from my sides to the ground.

However, they soon returned. One of them who ventured so
far as to get a full view of my face, lifted up his hands and eyes in
admiration, crying out in a loud and clear voice, Hekinal degul.
The others repeated the same words several limes, but I did not
know what they meant.

1 lay all this while, asthe reader may believe, in great
uneasiness, At last, struggling to get loose, 1 was fortunate enough
to break the strings and pull out the pegs that fastencd my left arm
to the ground. With a strong pull, which gave me great pain, I
loosened a little the strings that tied down my hair on the left side
so that | was just able to turn my head aboul two inches. But the
little men ran off & second time before 1 could catch them.

There was a great cry when that happened, and after it had
finished I heard one of them cry aloud, Talge phenac. In an
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instant, I felt a hundred arrows hit my left hand, which pricked
me like so many needles, Besides, other arrows went into the air
falling on my body and some on my face which T immediately
covered with my left hand. I was in great pain and T tried to get
loose. They attacked me again with arrows and spears, Luckily,
I had on me a teather coat which protected me,

I thought it best to be still until I ecould free mysell. As
for the attackers I believed that T could Face the greafest
armies they could bring against me if they were of the same size as
the one | saw. But when they people observed that I was quiet,
they stopped their atinck.

By the noise 1 heard, I knew their number had increased.
About four yards from me, ageinst my right ear, I heard a noise
like that of people at work. Tornirg my head that way, as much
a8 the strings would permit me, | saw that a stage had been
erected, nbout a foat and a half from the greund. It held four of
the men, who used a lodder to climbup to it. Oneof the men,
who seemed to be an officer, mads me a long speech from this
stage, but I undarstood nothing.

Before he speke, he ordered ahoutl fifty of the men to cut the
ropes that tied the side of my head, sothat I was able to sec what
kind of person he was and what he did. He was taller than any of
‘the other three and he seemed to bz a little longer than my middle
finger. He spoke like an orator and 1 noticed that at times he
spoke angrily and at times with kindness. T answered ina few
words, promisimg to do whatever he ordered me. By that time
being extremely hungry, T showed that I wanted food, by putting
my finger frequently to my mouth.

The chief understood me very well, He descended from stape,
and commanded that several ladders be put sgainst my side. A
hundred of the people climbed up the ladders and walked towards
my mouth with baskets full of meat sent by the Emperor. There
were the shoulders and legs of several animals but they were
smaller than the wings of 5 small bird. [ ate them two or three
ata mouthful, and took three loaves of bread at a time, They
supplied me as quickly as they could, showing u thousand marks
of wonder and astonishment at my size and appetite. T then
‘made another sign that T wanted drink, They had found by my
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eating that a small quantity would not be enough for me, So,
they drew up one of their largest cask, rolled it towards my hand.
I opened the top and drank off the small quantity of wine it
contdined. It was delicious, They brought me a second cask,

[ which I drank in the same manner, and made signs for more but
they had none to give me. When [ had performad these wonders,
they shouted for joy, and danced upon my body, repeating several
dimes s they did at first, Hekinak depul.

— ——— .
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TOM WHITEWASHES A FENCE

(This iscident is taken from The ddventures af Tom Sawyer by Mark Twaim
After plaving and fighting with othet boys, Tom had come late at might. His
aunt saw the state of his clothes and decided (o turn Bis Saturday holiday info o
day of hard labour.)

SBaturday morning came. The summer world was Tull of life.
there was a song in every heart and cheerfulness on every face,
The trees were in bloom and the fragrance of the blessoms filled

the air, The hill bevond the village was covered with green vege-
tation, and it lay just far enough away to seem a wonderland J
of joy.

Tom appeared on the pavement with a bucket of whitewash
and a brush. He locked at the fence, and at the uninspiring sight
all gladness left him. He had to whitewash thirty yards of broad
fence nine feet high. Life to him seemed meaningless. He began
to think of the fun bhe had planned for this day and his sorrows
multiplied. Sopn the free boys would come and ridicule him for
having to work. He thought of an excellent idea,

He took up his brush and went calmly to work. Ben Rogers
came info view presently. He was the very boy of all boys whose
ridicule he had been dreading. Ben was eating an apple, and he
seemed to be in high spirits. Tom went on whitewashing, and
paid no attention to him. Ben stared at him for a moment and
then said, **You are io trouble, aren't you 7

There was no answer. Tom surveyed his last touch with the
eye of an artst, gave his brosh another pentle sweep, and inspected
the result as before. Ben went up and stood by the side of Tom,
Tom's mouth watered for the apple but he stuck to his work.

Ben said, “*Hello, you've got to work, hey 7°
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Tom turned round suddenly and said, “*Oh, it's you, Ben?
I did not notice.”

“1’am poing swimming, Tom,” said Ben. “Don't you wish
you could come 7 But of course you prefer 1o work, don't you 7

Tom looked at him for a while and caid, “What do you
call work 7'

“Why, isn't that work 7'

Tom resumed his whitewashing and answered carelessly,
““Well, perhaps it i, and perbaps it isn’t ; but it suits Tom
Sawyer."

“Do you mean to say, Tom, that you like it 7

The brush continued to move, “Like it 7" said Tom. “Well
I don’t see why I should not like it, Woesa boy get a chance to
whitewash a fence every day 7

That put the thingin a new light. Ben stopped eating his
apple. Tom swept his brush back and forth goftly like an artist.
Then he stepped back to note the effect.  Headded a touch here
and there, and criticized the effect again, Ben watched every
movement and got more and more interested.  Presently he said,
"Tom, let me whitewash a lintle.”

Tom considered, and was about to consent but he changed
his mind. “No! No! Yousee, Aunt Polly is very particular
about this fence. It must be done very carefully. T don't suppose
there is one boy in a thousand, who can do it the right way.”

"I that sp 7 Let me just (ry, only justalitle. 1 would let
you if yvou were me, Tom.™

“Ben 1 would like to, horestly ; but Aust Polly would not
like it. lim wanted to do it, but she wouldn't let him, Sid
wanted todoit, and she wouldn't let Sid. You see this Is the
front fence and Aunt Polly is very particular about it. Now don't
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you see how [ am cavght 7 I you were to try whitewashing this
fence and anything went wrong...... 5

“0h, Tom:; Tl e very careful. Now let me try. I'll give
you half my apple.

“Well—no, Ben, I can’t let you, 1amafraid......"

1 pive all of 1.7

Toam gave up the brush, pretendiog to do so half heartedly.
And while Ben worked and sweatled in the sun, the retired artist
sat on & barrel swinging his legs, cating his apple, and laving plots
to tuke in other boys.

Bovs came along every little while. They came to laugh, but
remaited (o whitewash., By the time Ben was ticed out. Tom had
promised the next chance to Billy Fisher for a kite. And when
Billy retired, Johny Miller brought the next chance for a dead rat
and a string to swing it with. Thus, the work went an, hour after
hour. By the middie of the aflernoon, Tom was rolling in wealth.
He had. in pddition te the things mentioncd above. twelve
marbles, a picce of blue bolile-glass to look (hrough, a key that
wonldn't unfock anything, a piece of chalk, a tin 2oldier, six fire=
crackers, a little cat with only onte eye, a dog<collar, the handie of
a knife, and & number of other things of the kind.  While others
kore his burdens for him, he had a nice, idle time all the while
und plenty of & company, and the fence had three coats of whites
wash on it It was just magnificent ! IF he had not run ovt of white-
wash he would have robbed every bov in the village of his proudest
PosseRsions.

Tom said to himself that life was beautiful after all, Ie had
discovered a great law of human aetion without knowing it—namely
that in order to make a man or boy desire a thing it is only
necessary to make the thing difficult to obtain, Tom was bappy
with the possessions that had come inte his hands, and then got
aip and walked home 1o report to Aunt Polly.
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TOM WHITEWASHES A FENCE o

“It's all done, Aunt, the whole fence,”” he said to his aunt.

“Tom, 1 hate your lies,” said Aunt Polly and marched out to
see for herself.

*0Oh Tom," she said in surprise, when she saw the fence,
*You can work when you want to, only you hardly ever want to.”

She took him home and gave him the best apple she had, and
allowed him to go and play.

—Mark Twain
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A STREET SCENE

[The following piece i abrdged and simplificd from Chapter 5 of
A Taie af Twe Civles by Charles Dickens,  The scene describes the poverly of
people on the sireet of St. Anloine in Paris just hefore the French Revolution )

A large cask of wine had been dropped and broken in the
street. The accident had happened when it was being taken out
of a cart. The hoops of the cask had burst and red wine began to
ron over rough stones.  Little pools of it formed in the hollows
and cracks among the stones.

Immediately, all the people near by left whatever they were
doing and ran to the spot to drink the wine. The place of accident
was surrounded by a crowd of people.  Some knelt down and tried
Lo gather it in their bands and sip before it ran cut between their
fingers. Some brought mugs and tried to fill them. Others dipped
their handkerchiefs and squeezed them in the mouths of their
children. Some made small mud-embankments to stop the wine as
it tan, Others directed to cut off little streams of wine that started
away in new directions. Still others devoted themselves to licking
with eager relish the moist pieces of the cask. There was no
drainage to carry off the wine, so notonly did it all get taken up,
but quite a bit of mud was also taken up along with i,

For a time, in that street of poverty and misery, there was a
joylul sound of laughter. People who were drinking wine were
friendly and playful. They embraced each others, drank 1o each
other's health.  Some dozen men and women joined hands and
starled dancing., But when all the wine was gone, these
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demonstrations ceased as suddenly as they had broken our. The
miserable people returned to what they had been doing before,

It was red wine, and had stained the ground of the HATTOW
street where it was spilled. It had stained many hands too, many
faces, many naked feet, and many shoes, The hands of the man
who sawed the wood left red marks on it; and the forehead of the
woman who nursed her bahy was stained with 1he stain of her
handkerchief she wound about her head apain, Those who had
heen greedy with the pieces of the cask, had acquired a tjcerish
smear about the mouth.

A tall man dipped his finger in some mud made red with
wine and wrote on the wall five big letters—BLOOD. The time
would come when blood would flow in the streets of Paris and
would stain jts stones red,

Now that the momentary gleam had puassed from the street,
sadness appeared there once again, Gloom seemed more natural
to it than sunshine. This was one of the poorest parts of Paris,
Hunger seemed to be written on the faces of EVErY Iman, worman
and child. The shops contained only bad meat and coarse loaves
af bread, There was nothing bright in the street except the shops
that sold lools and weapons. Those contained the sharpest of
knives and the most murderous of guns. The bright Wweapons seem-
ed to be waiting for the time when thay would be brought out to
do dreadful work,

The cask of wine was being taken to the wineshop at the
corner, The owner of the wine-shop. Defarge, stood outside it
He was a strongly-built man of about thirty. Although it was a
cold day, he woreno coat, but carried one slung over his shoulder,
His thirt sleeves were rolled up, too, and his brown arms were
bare to the elbows, Neither did he wear anything more on his
head thab his own short dark hair. He was a dark man with
bright eyes. His face was pood natured en the whole but it
showed sigos of strong determination and a complete absence of
any kind of weakness,
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Defarge stood looking at the struggle for the wine for some
time, *“It’s not my affair,” said he, with a final shrug of the
shoulders. “The people from the market did it.  Let them bring
another.™

Then he saw the tall man who had written the terrible word
on the wall. Hecalled to him : **Say, Gaspard, are you mad ?
Why do you write in the public street ? Are there no betier places
to write such words in "' He picked up a handful of mud and
smeared it over the word.

—Charles Dickens
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BUILD YOURSELF FOR LEADERSHIP

There are only two kinds of people in the world—those whe
lead and those who follow, Therefore each one of us has to decide
in which category he or she would like ta be. However, it & not
a guestion merely of our likes but also of our aptiiude, potential
and determination.  After all everybody cannot be an Alexander
the Grzat or a Julius Cassar or & Wapolson Bonaparte or a
Mahatma Gandhi merely by wishing he were so. Much depends
on our capacity and the field for whicl: it is best qualificd. TLeader-
ship is a relative term and is not limited only to those who rise to
world dominance or even to national greatness in the political
sphere. Doesn't foothall ar a hockey team have a leader ?

There is hardly any sphere of life in which leader i3 not
required. And whereas very few of us dream of being a Jawahar-
lal ™ehrit or a Mahatma Gandhi, most of us do have sound apd
legitimate hopes of success in our professions or in whatever
career we choose,

But the trouble is that very few of us arc daring enough to
risk unpopularity by departing from the herd, By far the safest
and commonest course appears to be : “Follow the leader.™
Among & group of friends, if the most popular member szays that
A is the best film showing in the town  that week, all will readily
concur-even if another member 18 convinced that that 5 notso.
But he sinks his individuality and thinks it would be safer to go
alongwith the crowd rather than be ridiculed.

This 1s precisely whers our powers of lead=rship come in. Do
we have the courage to s2y “no™ when all areund vs are uniied in
a leud chorus of *“Yes™ 7 Ibsen says @ “The sirongest man in the
world is he who stands most alene.'
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Timidity lzads us into committing the most appalling blun-
ders. When somebody in a group is discussing & book and one of
the members has not read it, he does not have the courage to con-
Fess his ignorance. On the contrary, in the effart to be “in™ he
makes such statements as betray his stupidity and loses all respect.
An attractive young womsn once found herself seated next to
Winston Churchill at a partv. Thinking she would impress the
famous statesman not only with her looks but with her intelligence
as well, she began a discussion on beoks.  Churchill eved her sus-
piciously and asked if she had read Scott’s The Talisman.

“OF course, it"s wonderful,” came the pushing reply.
“*Have yvou read Scolt's lvanlipe 7
“¥es," came the cestatic reply.  “It’s superb.”

“And what npbhout Scoti's Emulsion 7' Churchill asked mischie-
vously.

“I think that's his best work by far,”” sighed the poor inno-
cent.

This tendency, unfortunately, is all too common in the world
in general and in this coantry in particular. In consequence, there
is fhe distressing spectacle of o lamentable lack of leadership of
any consequence and almpst 4 total absence of even executive
ability. As s well kaown, what India needs most today is
managerial and exzcutive talent—in other words, group leaders.

India’s present devastating famine in the realm of exccutive
2bility stems simply from the fear of taking decisions. And aet
the ability 1o make a spo: decision is what differentiates the
execulive, or leader, from the clerk,

In an article in “Weekly Scotsman,” Sheila Could Says 4
“Working for a vast industrial coneern, as | do, one gels a chance
%0 observe tycoons at close quarters and they probably all have
2ne¢ thing in common—the ability 10 make the decision, stand by
it, and not blame anyone else but themselves if anyvthing goes
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wrong. What makes a tycoon tick ? The three important things
which stood out in my mind are amazing cnergy, the kind that
-<can go 14 hours without sleep, the ability to make n decision ins-
tantly and, above all elze, the attention to detail.”

Remember that when your advice is asked, you must not say
what you know to be popular but wrong, You must say what
vou think is right—provided of course you are dead sure—even
though you may court momentary unpleasantness. That momen-
tary unpleasantness will assuredly be transformed into deep and
dasting respect for you once you have been proved right.

There is no paint in going along with the herd in the belief
‘that that policy ensures happiness and contentment. If you ure
happy and contented so easily, vou cannct cxpecl much suceess
in life:

In life we have to take bold decisions and take them quickly,
The weak, the fearful and the undecided are swept aside by the
tide of events. Once we choose a career or a profession, we have
to equip ourselves for it, and once we are launclied on our chosen
course we have to sce that we reach ths top somehow. Far
those who try, this is not difficult. There have been cases in |
India—not many, alas—ofl pestman who have retired as Post-
‘masters General, of humble police cottstables who have ended their
career as Inspectors General of Police : and there is the example
of the late Mr. V.P. Menon, who began life as & Division 111 clerk
in the Imperial Secretariat in Mew Delhi but rose dramatically 1o
become Secretary of the Ministry of States when it was headed by
Sardar Vallablibhai Patel. Tt was Mr, Meoon who worked out
all the details of the integration of the princely States in the
Indizn Union and eventually beeame Governor of Kerila,

With conrage and determination, only the sky is the limit.

—ECharkes Newton
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CONTROLLING THE MIND'

People say : ‘‘One can't help ene’s thougins.” But one can

The conirol of the thinking machine is perfectly possible. Ang
since nothing hurts us or gives us pleasure except within the
brain, the supreme importance of being able to control what goes
om in that mysterions brain is evident. This idea is one of the
oldest platitudes. but it 15 a platitude whose profoond truth and
urgency most people live and die without realizing. People com-
plain of the lack of power 1o concentrate, not knowing that thew
may acquire the power, il they choose:

And without the power to concenirate—that is to say, without
the power to dictate to the brain its task and 1o ensure obedience
true life is impossible,  Mind control is the first clement ol ful}
existeace.

Henee, it seems to ma, the lirst business of the day should be
to put the mind through its places. You look afier your bodwy,
inside and out; you run grave dangerin hacking hairs off vour
skin: vou employ & whele army of mdividuals, from the milkman
to the meat-seller, 1o énable you to bribe your stomach ifto decent
behaviour, Why not devete a little attention to far more delicals
machinery of the mind, especially as you will require oo extraneous
aid ? For this portion of the art and crafl of living you may
reserve the time from the moment of quitting your door to the
moment of arrving at your colleze.

"What? I am 1o cultivate mind in the sireet, on the
platform, in the frain, and in lhe crowded street 7" Precisely,
Mothing similar'! No togls required ! Not even a book. MNever-
theless, the affair is Dot easy.
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When you [eave your house, concentrate your mind ona
subject (no matter what, to begin with). You will not have gone
ten vards before vour mind has skipped away under vour very
eyes and is larking round the corner with another subject. Bring
it back by the scruff of the neck. Before you have reached the
station vou will have brought it back about forty times. Do not
despair, Centinne. Keepit up. You will suceesd. You canfiot
by any chance fail if you persevere. Itisidle to pretend that
your mind is incapable of concentration, Do you not remember
that morning when you were called upon to address your class ?
How you kepl your mind steadily on the subject of your talk,
without ‘a second’s intermission, until you reached vour college
and gave your spzech.  That was a case in which you were rousad
by circumstances to such adegree of vitality that you were able
to dominate vour mind like 2 tvrant, You would have no trifling.
¥ou insisied that jis work should be done, and its work was done.

By the regular practice of concentration (as to which thers is
no secret except the secret of perseverance) you can tyrannjze over
vour mind every hour of the day, and in no matter what place.
The exercise is a very convenient one. If you got into your
morning bus with tools for building your muscles or an encyelo-
pasdia in ten volumes for improvieg your mind, you would
probably excite remark. But as you walk in the street, or sit
in the corner of the bus, who s to know that yvou are engaged in
the most imporiant of daily acts 7 Who can laugh ot you ?

I do not cars what yob concentrate on, so long as you
concentriate. It i3 the mere disciplining of the thinking machine
that counts. Buotstill, you may as well kill two birds with one
stone, and concenirate on spmething useful. [ soggest that vou
concentrate on a lzsson which you read yesterday in the classfoom
or at hiome.

I know, my [riend, what you are thinking, ltis uvssless for
you to disguise the fact. I can hear your brain like a telephone
At my ear.  You aresaying to yoarself: “ This fellow is talking
monsenss. ‘What he savs about thinkiag in trains, and concen-
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tration is not for me. It may be well enough for some extraordi-
nary people but it isn't for a common person like me.”

Itis for you, I passionately repeat: itis for you. Indeed,
you are the very person 1 am aiming at.

If you throw away this suggestion you throw away the most
precious suggestion that was ever offered to you. Itis not my
suggestion. It is the suggestion of the most sensible and practical
men that have walked the earth. 1 only give it to you at second-
hand. Try it. Get your mind in hand. And see how the
process cures half the evil of life—especially worry, that miserable,
avoidable, shameful disease, worry | |

—Arnold Bennete
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THREE QUESTIONS

It once occurred to a certain king, thatif be dlways knew the
right time to begin everything: if he knew who were the right
people to listen 1o and whom to avoid: and, above all, if he alwayz
knew what was the most important thing to do, he would never
fail in anything he might undertake.

He had it proclaimed throughoat the kingdom that he would
give a great reward to anyone who would tell him what was the
richt time for every action, who were the people that mattered
most, and how he might know what was the most important thing

todo.

Learned men from far and near came to the king, They ans-
wered the questions in their own way. The answers were all

different.

Tn reply to the first gquestion, some said that to know the
right time for every action one must draw upa table of days,
months and years, and must Jive strictly according to it. Only
thus, said they, could evervthing be done at its proper time. (thers
declared that it was impossible to decide belorehand the right time
for every action; but that one should always attend to  all that
was going on and then do what was most needful. Others said
that however attentive the king might be to whatever was going on,
it was impossible for him to decide correctly the right Gme for
every action. They further said that the king should have a council
of wise men who would help him to hix the proper time for
everything.

But then others said that there were some things which could
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not wait to be laid before a council, but about which one had at
once to decide whether to undertake them or not. But in order to
decide that one must know beforehand whit was going to happen.
It is only magicians who know that. So in order to know the right
time for every aclion one must consult magicians.

Equally different were the answers to the tccand guestion,
Some said that the people the king most needed, were his advisers;
others the priests; still others, the doctors; while some said the |
warriors were the most necessary, i

To the third question some replied that the most important |
thing in the world wag silence. Others said that it was skill in war-
fare. There were still others who said that it was religious
worship.

All the answers ware differeat and the king was not satisfied
with anyone of them. So ke gave the rewdrd to none of the persons
who gave these answers, But sl wishing to find the right
answers 10 his questions, he decided to consult a hermit who was
very famous for his wisdem.

The hermit lived in a wood which he never left. He received
none but common folk. So the king put on simple clothes and set
out for the wood in which the hermit lived. Before reaching the
hermit’s hut the king got off his haorse. Leaviog his bodyguard
behind, the king went on alone.

When the king approached the hermit's hut, the hermil was
digging the groond in front of it. Seeing the king, he greeted him
and went on digging. The hermit was lean, thin and weak. Each
tme he struck his spade into the ground and turned a little earth,
e breathed heavily.

The king went up to him and said, <[ have come to you to
u_ﬂk the answers to three questions ;: How can 1 learn to do the
Tight thing at the right time ? Who are the people I need most and
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to whom should I pay more attention than the rest 7 What affairs

e

are the most important and need my first attention ?

The hermit listened to the king, but gave no answer. He just
apat on his hand and began digging again.

“You are tired,” said the king, ““Let me take the spade and
work for you.™

“Thunks 1" said the hermit. Giving the spade to the king,
fie sat down on the ground.

When the king had dug two beds, he stopped and repeated
Mis questions.  The hermit agdin gave no Angwer. But he rose,
strerchied out his hind for the spade and said, *“Now rest for a
while and Jet 7we work a bit.™

Bur the king did not give him the spade and continuad digoing
till the sun began to sink behind the trees. The king 4l tast struck
the spade into the ground and said, *“I came to you for answers 1o
my g'iestions, If you can give menone, tell me so. I shall then
return home.™

“Here comes some one running,” said the hermit, ““Let s see
wha he is.™"

The king turned round and saw a bearded man come rBANING
out of the wood., The man held his hands pressed agdinst his
stomach, and blood was flowing from under them. When he came
near the king, he fell fainting on the ground erying with puin, The
Ling and the hermit unlastened the man's clothing, There was a
jurge wound in his stomach.  The king washed it 45 best Liz could.
He then bandaged it with his handkerchief and with a towzl the
hermit had. But the bleod would not stop flowing. The king
again and again removed the bandage scaked with warm fresh
hlood, washed and bandaged the wound again. When at last the
bleeding stopped, the man asked for something to drink., Ths king
brought fresh water and gave it to him.
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THE CABULIWALLAH

My daughter Mini, when she was five-year old, could not five
without chattering. Her mother was often annoyed at this and
wonld like to stap her talking so much, but T would noet. It was
gnnatural for Mini Lo be guiet, and 1 could not bear her guietness.
So my own Lalk with her was always lively.

One morning, for example, when I was in the middle of
writine the scventeenth chapterol my new novel, my little Mini
siola into the room, and putting her hand into mine, said, “ Bhola
says there is an elephant in the clouds, blowing waler out of his
trunl, and that is why it rains ! Is it brue, father T

And while I sat still, trvingto think of some answer o this
she quickly turned to another subject. “Father | What relation is
Mother 1o vou 77

T said seriously : ©*Go and play with Bhola, Mini 1 T am
busy.” N

The window of my room overlooks the road. 1 he child had
seated herself at my feet near my table, and was plaving softly,
I was still working hard on my chapter, when guddenly Mini left
her play and ran to the window eryinz: “'A Cabuliwallah ! A
Cabuliwallab *  And indeed, in the street below, there was a
Cabuliwallah walking slowly along. He wore the loose gown of
his people, and a tall turban. e carried @ bagon his back and
boxes of grapes in his hand

[ cannot tell what my daughter’s fetlings were when she saw
ihis man, but she began to call him loudly. The Cabuliwaliah
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turned, and looked up at the child, When she saw him, she waz.
overcome by tefror. Eunning to her maother’s protection, she
disappeared, She had a blind belief that inside the bag, which the
big man carried, there were two or three children like herself.
Meanwhile the fruit-seller entered my doorway and greeted me
with a smile.

Mini had called the man to the house. T decided that | must
buy something. I bought some small things and we talked together
for a time. As he was about to leave, he asked : “"And where is
the ligtle gir], Sir 7

I called Mini, feeling that she must get rid of her false fear
about the Cabuliwallah’s bag. She stood by my chair and loaked
at the man fearfully. He offered her nuts and dried fruits, but she
would not be tempted. All her doubts increased and she clung
closer to me.

This was their first meeting.

A few morning later, however, as 1 was leaving the house. 1
was surprised to find Mini sitting near the door, laughing and
talking, with the great Cabuliwallah at her fest. My small daughter
had never, in all her life, found such a patient listener, except
her [ather, The corner of her little sari was already Hlled with
nutsand fruit which her visitor had given her, “Why did vou
give her those ' Tsaid and, taking oul an eight-anna piece, I
give it 1o the man. He accepted the money witholt argument,
but later gave it to Mini.

After making inquiries, I found that it was pot the first or
the second time that the two had met, The Cabuliwallah had over
come the child’s first fear by a2 gift of nuts and fTuits =nd sweets
and now they were great {riends,

They used romeet and have many jokes together, which
amused them greatly. The little girl would sitin front of the big
1an, and with her small bright face rippling with laughter would
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begin asking @ *0 Cabuliwallah | what have you got in your
hag 7"

And he would reply seriously ¢ ““An elephant I There may
qot seem to be much cause for merriment in this, but they both
enjoved the fun. And this child’s talk with & prown-up man Was
alwiys strangely inleresting to me.

Then the Cabuliwallah would take his turn and say : *Well,
little one, and when are you going o your futher-in-law's house 7

Now, ncarly every small Bengali girl - had heard long ago
ahout her father-in-law’s house; but we werd a little modern in
our ideas. We had not discussed the subjest of marriage for our
child. and Mini must have been rather puzzled by the QUEsTIonS,
but she would not show it, and used quickly to ask in return :
wAre you going thers 77

Among men of the Cabuliwallah’s class, however the words
father-in-law’s house have two meanings, One is the usual meaning—
the house of husband’s or the wife's father. Father-in-law’s house
is also a polite expression for prison—the place where we are well
cared for, at no expense to oursslyes, The man from Cabul used
playfully to take my daughter’s question to mean this. “Oh."" he
would say, shaking his hand threateningly at an imaginary police-
man. 0 will thirssh my father-indaw I'" At the thought of poer,
unfortunate father-in-law, Mioiand the Cabuliwallah used to go
off into peals of laughter:

Now, Mini's mother was unfortunately very tmid. She was
fnll ol doubts abour the Cabuliwallak, and used to beg me to keep
a watchful eve on him. But her fear that the Cabuliwallah would
kidaap Mini was rather unreal, It did not seem right to forbid the
man to come to the house, so the friendship petween Mini and the
Cabuliwallan went oo,

Oaece a year, the middle of January, Rakman, the Cabuli
wallah, used to return to his own country; zad, as. the time dre
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=

| near, he would be very busy going from house to house to collect
his debts. For the Cabuliwallah wis not orly a fruit-seller but g
moneyv-lender also, He used to lend money, charging hich interes,

He usually had very litde time to spare at this time of the year,

This year, however, he always found time to come and see Migi.

If he could mot come in the morning he would appear in the

evening. Even | sometimes felt a shock of surprise when I found

this wll. loose-clothed man. silling ina corner of g dark room;

but my anxiety left me when Mini ran in smiling, with her cry of

"0 Cabuliwallah ! Cabuliwallah ! and the two [Iriends sp far |
aparl in age, joined together in their usual laughter and their old |
jokes.

Ore morniog, a few davs bafore the Cabuliwallah was dye ta
rewurn to his country. I was working in my study. Suddenly [
feard shouting in the street, and | saw Rahman being led away
between two policemen, followed by a crowd of curigus boys.
There were blood stains on his clothes, and one of the policemen
carried a Kaife stained with blood. | hurried - out and stopped
them to inquire what it all meant, T learned that 4 certain nejeh-
bour had owed the Cabuliwallah some money, but had dened |,
They had quarrelled, and Rahman had struck the man with his
knife.

Suddenly my litle Minj appeared, with her usugsl cry ol 40
Cabuliwallah ! Cabuliwallah ! and Rahman’s face lighted up as
he tirned to her, He had no bag under hisarm today, so shi
<ould: not talk to him sbout the elephant. She therefore went on
3t onee 1o the next question = *Are You gomglo vour fathet-in-
faw's house 7"

Rahman laoghed and said : “That is just where T am poing,
Ittle: ope."™

This was not the usosa) answer,
Seeing: that his reply had nat amused the child, he held up

bis hands which were bound with chains, *AR ™ he said, *1
would have thrashed my father-in-law, but my hands are bound.*r
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Rahman was sent to prison [or sevesal yedrs.

Time passed, and Mini forgot her old friend. New companions
filled her life. As she grew older, she spept more of her time with
her girl friends.  1ndeed. she spent so much time with them that
che came no more to her father’s room, and i parely had an
opportunity af speaking so her.

Years had passed.  Mini was now younz. We made arrange-
ments for her marriage. It way 1o take place during the Puja |
holidays. With Durga returning to Kailas, the light of our home |
also would depart to her husband’s house, leaving her father’s |
house in shadow. My heart was filled with pain at the thought of
separation from my Mini.

The day of marriage came, The house had been filled with noise
and excitement since early morning, and the whole houschold was
busy with preparations. | was situng in my study, looking through
the accounts, when someone entered  saluling respectfully, and
stood before me. It was Rahman, the Cabuliwallah, At first 1
did not recognize him. He carried no bag, his long hair was cut
short and his old liveliness seemed to have gone. But he smiled and

I krew him again.
«When did you come, Rahman 7 I asked him.
] was set fret from prison last night.," he sajd.

The words sounded harshiy in my ears. I had never before
talked 1o a man who bad struck and wounded 2 fellow-man and 1
was filled with unhappiness when 1 felt that Ruhmun's coming ob

this special dey might bring us bud luck.

“There are ceremonies goaing on.' | said. “And | am busy.

Perhaps you could come another day f

He immediately turned to go; but as he reached the door he
hesitated, and said ; *May 1 not see the lictle one; sir, for-a

moment 17 He believed that Mim had pot chappged. He had
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pictured her running to him as she used to do, calling, 'O Cabuili-
wallah ! Cabuliwallah |"* He had imagined, too, that they wauld,
lapgh and 1alk logether, just as they used 10 do. Indeed, in
memery of former days, he had brought, carefully wrapped up in
a paper. a few nuts and grapzas, which he had somehow managed,
to get [rom a countryman.  His own little store of money had aji
gone while he was in prison,

I repeated: “There isa ceremony in the house, and you wijl}
not be able to see anyone today."

The man’s face fell. He lopked sadly at me for a mioment,
then said, “Good morning," and went out,

I felt a litle sorrv, and would have called him back, but he
returned of his owa will. He came close up 10 me and held qur
hus gifts with the words © 1 have brought these few things, sir,
for the little one.  Will you give them to her 7

I togk them, and was going 10 pay him, but he caught my-
hand and said : “You are very kind. Sir | Keep me in your
memory. Do not offer me money ! You have o litile girth; T too
have cne like her in my home. | bring this fruit to your child
because of my own daughter, and not to make a profit for myself.™

Saying this, he put his hand inside his big loose ceat and
brought out a small and dirty picce of paper.  Unfolding it with
greal care, he smoothed it out with both hands on my table. It
bore Lhe impression of a little hand, Not a drawing. Just the
impression of an ink-smeared laid flat on the paper. Year after
yedar, whcn he came to Calculta to sell his goods i the streets, he
had carried, next to his heart, this touch of the band of his own

little davghter,
Tears caine into my eyes. I forgot he was a poor Cabuli fruijt-

seller ; while I was, ... But no, what was I mare than he ? He also
was a father.  That impression of the hand of his Kttle Parvay;,
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1 should like to know how the manufacture of the cloth is
getting on,”’ thought the Emperor. He remembered that the stupid
or the incapable would not be able to see the cloth. He fancied,
indeed, that he had no need to be anxious on his own account,
but he thought it would be safer to send someone else [irst 10 see
how things went. Every person throughout the city had heard of
the wonderful properties of the new cloth, and all were eager o
see how foolish or stupid their neighbours were.

I will send my worthy old minister 1o the weavers,” thought
the Empercr, *'he can best see what the cloth looks like, for he
i a man of intellect, and none is fitter for his office than he.”

So the able oid minister went into the room where the two
impostors sat worling al the empty looms. “Mercy on as ™
thought he, and opened his eyes very wide. **T can't sce anything.”
But he took very poad care not to say so.

The two impostors begeed him to draw nearer, and asked him
if the patlern was not 4 pretty one, and the colours very heautiful,
Then they pointed at the empty looms, and the poor old minister
epensd his eves wider aad wider, but he could see nothing for
there was nothing to see. “'Good gracious 1" thoughit ke, 1 am
not stupid surelv.? I never thibught so before, and I'l] take good
cire 1that no body shall Knew it now, What ! I am not fit for my
office, el 7 Oh, no, it will sever do lor me o go and say that 1
can’t see the cloth I

“Well, have you nothing to say abont it 7' asked one of the
weavers,

“Oh, it is beaptiful Vit is the lovelisst cloth in the world I
said the old mimster, arnd he took out his spectacles. “*What a
pattern | And those colours. too | Yes, ['ll tell the Emperor that
it pleases me immensely 1°f

“Well, we ure pleased with i, toe.” said thetwo weavers
Now they nemed the colours in detail and deseribed the patteri.
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The old minister carefully listened to all they said, so as to bz able
to repeat the same things to the Emperor, which he accordingly
did.

And now the impostors demanded more money, more Silk,

and more gold. They required the gold for the weaving, they said.

! They stuck everything into their own pockets. Notsoo such as

a thread passed over the looms; but they continued as before to
weaye upon the empty logms.

In & short time the Emperor sent another very able official to
see liow the weaving was getting on, and if the cloth was nearly
ready. It fared with Him as with the minjster. He gazed and pared,
but as there was nothing there but the emply looms, he could not
zee naything.

“A preily piece of cloth, isn't it 7' said the two impostors
. and pretended to point put the beautiful patterns, of which there
i was really no trace.

“‘Surely I am not stupid,'" thought the man. *Not it for my
post | A preity joke, but I must not let it he noticed I So he
praised the cloth he did not sez, and congratulated them on the
BLeautifol colotrs and the lovely patterns.  “Yes, it i5. perfectly
enchanting !'' said he to the Emperor.

Soon all the people in the town were talking of the splendid
clath.

And pow the Emperor had a mind 1o see the clpth himself
whila it was still on the loom. With a host of the great folk of his
realm, among whom were the two ablé officials who had been
there before, he went to the crafty simpostors. Who were now
working with all their might, bot without a stileh or thread,

“Now, is it nolt magnificent 7" said the tweo officials. “Will
your Majesty observe what patterns, what colours are here 1" and
they pointed at the empty looms, taking it for granted that the
others could seze the cloth.
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“Why, what is this 7" thought the Emperor, *‘1 don't see
anything ! How horrible ! Am T stupid then 7 Am 1 unfit to be
Emperor 7 That would be the most frightful thing that could
happen to me ! “*Oh, it is very fine !" sajd he alound. ‘It has
my most zracious approbation ! and he nodded his head approy-
ingly, and pazed at the empty loom, He would not say that he
could not see anything. The roval officers stared and stared.
They could make no more of it than the rest, but they repeated
after the Emperor, “Oh, it is very fine '" and advizsed him to wear
clothes made of this new and gorgeous cloth for the first tume on
the oecasion of the grand procession which was about to take
place,

“It 35 magnificent, elegant, exccllent ™ went from mouth to
mouth, Everybody seemed so mightly pleased with the cloth that
the Emperor gave each of the impostors a ribbon and a cross to
wear, and conferred on them the title of “*Weavers te the Imperial
Court,”

On the eve of the procession the impestors sat up all night;
and had more than sixteen candles lit. The people conld see that
they were busy sctting the Emperor's new clothes, They pretended
to take the cloth from the loom, they clipped the air with large
sgissors, and sewed with needles without thread, and at last
declared, ““There, the clothes are now quite ready.”

The Emperor, with his principal lords, then came himself,
and the impostoers raised their arms as if they were holding up
something, and said, “‘Here is the coat, and there the maantle.
They are as light as gossamer. Youn would faney vou had nothing
oa atall, but that is just the beauty of the cloth,

“*Of conrse ! said all the gentlemen-in-waiting; but they
could see nothing, for there was nothing to sec.

““And now, if your Majesty would have your clothes taken
off.”" said the impostors. “‘we will put on the new ones for your
Majesty. Please come in front of the large mirror. Thank you '
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So the Emperor’s clothes were removed, and the impostors
pretended to give him the newly-made ones picce by piece, and
they smoothed down his body, and tied something fast which was
supposed to be the train, and the Emperor turned and twisted
himself in front of the mirror.

“What a capital suit it is | How nicely it fits"" the people cried:
with one voice. **What a4 pattern ! What colours | It 35 a splendid
dress "

“The canopy which is to be borne over your Majesty in the
processing is waiting outside,”” the master of the ceremonics
announced.

“All right," said the Emperor; ‘T am quite ready. Do my
clothes fit well 7" He turned himszlf once more before the mirror,
to make believe that he was now taking a  general survey of his
splendour. The gentlemen-in-waiting, who had ta bear his train,
fambled with their hands along the floor as i they were taking the,
train up, and as they went aleng they beld their hands in the aix
for they dared not let it be supposed that they saw nothing,

And thus the Emperor marched in the processinn  beneath the
beautiful canopy. and every one in the streets and in the windows
said, “Gracious ! how perfect the Emperot’s new clothes are |
What 2 beautiful train ! How splendidly everything fits ' No
one would have said that he saw nothing, for then he would
certainly have been unfit for his post, or very siupid. None of
the Emperor’s clothes had been 5o successful as these,

“Look, he has got nothing on !" cried a little child, **Listen
to the voice of innocence !" s=aid the father. Every one was
whispering to his neighbour what the child had said, “He has
nothing on | There is a child here who says he has nothing
on!"”

“‘He really bas nothing on ! at length cried the whole crowd.
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The Emperor shrank within himself as he heard, for it seemed
‘1o him that they were right, but he thought at the same time, “*At
any rate I must go through with this procession to the end.” So he
pul on a still haughtier air and the gentlemen-in-waiting marched
behind, carefully holding up the teain that wasn’t there,

— Hans Chrizticn Anderson
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GANDHI'S APPEAL

Padma’s hushand said : “I shall be back at six, If you are
teady by then, we will go to the beach.”

“I am going to the Royal Theatre. Gandhi is addressiog a
meeting there.™

“Very well,” said her husband, “but b2 sure to remove ¥our
jewels and put them in the trunk before you go to the meeting.”

“If you go to the meeting, be sure to lock your purse in the
aafe.” retorted Padma,

“f don't think I shall attend the meeting,” said the husband,
and Teft for his office.

At threz o'clock Padma stood before her mirror and took off
her jewels one by one,  In about half-an-hour she was perfectly
bare. She surveyed herself in the mirror and felt slightly disap-
pointed. The wife of the advocate next door was sure to beat the
meeting, and what a chance lost of showing off the new gold
necklace !

She was satisfied, now that she had nothing on she could
sossibly lose at the meeting.  She had removed even her bangles.
She suddenly remembered that it would be inauspicious for a
married woman to go about with bare wrists on @ Friday. She put
on two of her slenderest banglesand resolved to  keep them
covered with the end of her sari.

The mesting was to begin at five, but Padma was in the

Royal Theatre at four, and managed to secure a chair in the front
cow. In the next seal sat a friend of hers, and Padma noticed
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that she, o0 was curionsly bare, **What is the matter ¥ Where are
your jewels 7" asked Padma. The other replied : “I have pur-
posely removed them and kept them at home. When Mahatma
Gandhi came here four years ago, 1 attended a meeting in this
very hall. He made a speech and then appealed for funds, and
before | knew what 1 was doing I removed and placed at his feet
eight bangles, and a necklace worth sixiy sovereigns. Thie Mahatma
collected three thousand rupees in half-an-hour in the shape of
jewels alone : somehow, when he asks nobody can resist giving him
things. [ went home bare, and for three months my husband did
not speak to ma2, Today he would not allow me to start without
stripping me of all my jewels.”

Volunteers clad in white homespun clothes snd caps bustled
about pushing chairs, arranging flower pots on the dais; and
maintaining erder in the crowd, It was only filtecn minutes past
fourand the hall was already full. People sat on windows and
vintilators and stood choking up the passages and doorways.

At exactly five Mahatma Gandhi arrived. Everybody siood
up. Shouts of **Gandhi-ki-jni,"" ““Bharat Mata-ki j4i,"" rang
throogh the hall. Gandhi stood on the dais smiling and dowing
to the gathering, Padma stood with clasped hands. 5o this was
Gandhi, she thought, She saluted him a number of times and then
sat down, Garlands were flong (owards the Mahatma froim various
parts of the hall. Several women rushed forward to touch His Feet.
It took mneéarly huff-an-hour for the bustle to subside. Gandhi
squaited down on the dais, An elderly pentleman with 2 drooping
mostache, who had beed hovering about Gandhi. came forward
with & scroll oo his hand and read an address, welcoming the
great man and setiing forth the work done by the loeal branch of
the Servants of Untouchables Society,

After the address, Gandhi spoke, There was a gulet cajoling
note in his voice which lulled his hearers and made them sway to:
his words.

“You know I have come on a mission of reform. It is the
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cause of truth as I seeit, and I appeal to you to helpinit,”" he
said. In the eyes of God all men were equal. Could any man say
that his eye or ear was superior to his hand or feet or any other
part of his body ? All were equally important. Similarly, every
section of sociely was as important asany other section. The
casle system was just & division of labour. The Brahmin at the
top did the religious and spiritual work and the Harijan did the
necessary menial and scavenging work; but just for that the latter
must not be treated as a leper. All were equal in the eves of God.

He may have spoken for forty minutes. The audience listened
to him hypnotized. Padma distinctly saw a light round the
speaker’s head, She agreed with every word he said.  She felt an
intense pity for the scavenger who came to her house, whom she
often cursed and bullied for no reason whatever.

After the speech Gandhj proceeded to business. He said his
andience must bave guessed that he was there for their money.
He needed it for providing the poor people of the depressed class
with the elementary needs of life. He looked nf the women and
said : “Your jewels must go for this woark.”

There was a stir among the women ia the assembly. Gandhs
said jokingly : “‘I am a money-lender by caste and I won't go be-
fore | have in my pocket all your coins and anything that could be
canverted into coin. Please hurry up, I have another meeting this
evening.™

Somebody pushed his way throush the erowd and placed a
silver tray in Gandhi's hinds. A woman bounded on the platform,
unclasped her necklace, and give it to him, Gandhi thanked her
for the necklace but wanted to know if she meant to keep the ring
he saw on her finger, The woman removed her ring and gave it
1o him amid applazse.

There was a rush on to the platform. Articles and money
was brought to Gandhi at great speed. He attracted them like a
central force, Men, wemen, and children, scrambled in confusion
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to approach Gandhi and offer him something. Men on Padma’s
right, wemen sitting on her left, children squatting on the carpet—
evervbody rushed forward with some offering or other. Padma
covered her bungles with the end of her sari and sat fighting the
madness which was rising in ber,

When the rush ended a viristy of things were heaped around
Gandhi—silver plates, trays, vases, [ountain pens, watches, trin-
kets, jewels, coins and parlénds.

Gandhi thanked the audience for the gifts, and said ke would
presently auction all the valuable articles and convert them into
cash, But first he would like to assure himself that there was
nothing more 10 come. He asked : “*Brothers, and sisters, have you
given me your all ¥' He looked around,

Padma's hands trembled as she kept ker bangled wrists
<oncealed under her sari. When Gandhi looked at her, she felt
she had been found out. She climbed the platform, removed her
two hangles, and placed them before Gandhi, He smiled and said
“Thank vou. Sister.”" It was 2 great moment for Padma.

Her husband came home rather late. ate his food in 4 busi-
ness like way, and went to bed, He did not notice Padma’s bare
Wrisls,

She imapined wild things as to what he would do when he
discovered the loss of her bangles. He might ask her to go back
to her parents, He might not speak to her for three or four
months,  Shiva alone knew what was in store for her. She wished
she had not gone to see Gandhi,

She decided to say nothing about it till the morning. How-
ever, at about eleven she could not contain herself any longer. The
suspense was harrowing. She touched, her husband, woke him up,
and told him about the bangles, He was too sleepy at first to
anderstand whal she was saving, She shook him well, and re-
peated it. He was silent for a few minutes—a thousand vears
they seemed to Padma,
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He said at last, very mildly ; [ warned you not to 2o there
with your jewels on.'' Sha did not sav anything o this, They were
gilent for some time, and then he said, *“‘MNow listen o what 1
have done. [ did not intend going to the meeting at first, but
stumbled in there wilh a friend. I had on me fifly rupees, drawn
from the bank for paying the rent tomorrow, and dropped them
into the hox when a volunteer came round collecting money.””

“You are absolutely thoughtless ! What are we going to do
about the rent tomorrow 7" asked Padma indignantly.

—R. K. Narayamw
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THE JUDGEMENT-SEAT OF VIKRAMADITYA

Vikramaditye hecame the king of Malwa in the year 57 before
Christ. He was so strong, true and gentle (hat the men of his own
age almost worshipped him. i is said of him that he was the
greatest judge in Indian history.

Mever was he deceived. MNever did he punish the wrong man. *
The guilty trembled when they came before him, for they knew |
that his eyes would look straight into their guilt. And those who
had difficult questions 1o ask, and wanted to know the truth
were Lhankful to be allowed 1o come, for they knew that their king
would never rest till he understood the mutter and that then he |
eould give an answer that would convince all, ‘

And so, later time in India, when any judge pronounced ‘
sentence with great skill, it would be said of him, Ak, he must
have sat in the Judgement-Seat of Vikramaditya ! And this was
the habit of speech of the whole country. Yet in Ujjain itself, the
common pzople forgot that the heaped-up ruins a few miles away
had been his palace, and only the wise men who lived in the
King's court remembered.

The story I am about to tell vou happened long, long a&go.
There had been time for the old palace and fortress of Ujjain to
full into reing, and for the sand to be heaped up over them,
covering the blocks of stong, and bits of old wall, often with grass
and dust, and even trees. There had been time, too, [or the
peaple to forget.

In those days, the people of the villages, as they do still, used
to scnd their cows to the wild land to graze. Early in the morning
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they would go, in the care of sheplerds, and no! return till
svening, close on dusk,

In the long days on the pastures the shepherd boys had plenty
-of time for fun.  One day they found a playground. Oh, how
delight it was! The ground under the trees was rough and
uneven, Here and there the end of a great stone peeped out, and
many of these stones were baautifully carved, In  the middle was a
green mound, looking just like a Judge's seat.

One of the boys thought so at least, and he ran forward with
a whoop and szated himself on it. ““[ say, boys.'" ke cried, *T'll

judge and you can all bring cases hefore me, and we'll have
trials 1**

Then he strajghtened his face, and became very grave, lo act
+he part of judge.

The dthers saw the fun at once, and, whispering amonpgst
themselves, quickly, made up some guarrel, and appeared before
him, saying very humhly, “*Muy vour warship be pleased to sciile
betwesn my neighbour and me which is in the right 7 Then they
stated the case, one saying that a certain field was his, another
-that it was not, and so on,

But riow a strange thing made itsell felt. When, the judge had
sat down on the mound, he was just a common boy. But when he
had heard the question, rven ta the eves of the frolicsome bovs,
he seemed guile different. He was now full of gravity, and instead
of answering in fin, he took the case sériously. and gave an answer
which in that particular case wis perhaps the wisest that man bad
ever heard,

The boys were a little frightened.  For though they could not
apprecinte the judgement, yet his tone and mapner were straoge
and impsessive. Still they thought it was fun, and went away
agnin, and, with a good deil more whispering, connveted another
cast. Once more they put it o their judge. and once more he
gave a reply, as it were out of the depth of long expericnes, with
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mcontrovertible wisdom, And this went on for hours and hours, he
sitting on the judge’s seat, listening to the questions propoundsd
by the others, and always pronouncing sentence with the same
wonderful gravity and power, and then he jumped down from his
place, and was jost like any other cowherd,

The boys could never forget that day, and whenever they
heard of any perplexing dispute they would set this boy on the:
mound, and put it to him. And always the same thing happened.
The spirit of Knowledge and Justice would come to him, and he
wauld show them the truth. But when he came down from his-
seat, he would be no different from other boys.

Gradually the news of this spread throngh the country-side,
and grown-up men and women from all the wvillages about that
part would bring their lawsuits to be decided in the court of the
herd-boyvs on the grass under the green irees. And alwavs they
received a judgement that both sides understood, and went away
satished, 5o all the disputes in that neighbourhood were seitled.

Ujiain had long ceased 1o bea capital, and the king now lived:
very fur away. Hence it was some time before he heard the story.
At last, bowever it came to his ears. **Why™', he said, *that boy
must have sat on the Judgement-Sezat of Vikramaditya !" He
spoke withodt thinking, but all around him were learned men,
who knew the chronicles. They looked st one anotber. '*The
King must be right,” they said, “ihe ruipsn thise meadows were
once Vikramaditya's palaee !™

Now this sovereign had long desired 1o be possessed with the
spirit of law gnd justice. Ewvery day brought ils problems and
difficulties to hum, und he often felt weak and ignorant in deciding
matters thal needed wisdom and strengithi  “If sitting on the
mound brings it to the shepherd boy,” he thought, *“let us dig
deep and find the Judgement-Scat. [ shall put it in my hall of
Justice, and on it | shall sit to hear all cases; Then the spirit of
Yikramaditya will descend on me alse and T shall always be a just

lill

judge™ !
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S0 men with spades and tools came to disturb the aneient
Peace of the pastures, and the grassy monnd where the hovs had:
played was overturned.  All about the Spot were now heaps of
earthand broken wood and upturned sad. And the cows had (o
be driven lurther afield. But the heart of the boy who had heen
judge was sorrowful, as i the very home of his soyl were being
taken away from him,

At last the labourers came on something, They uncovered jt—
a slab of black marble, supported on the hands and outspread
wings of twenty-five stone angels, with their faces turned outwards
251l for flight —surely the J udgement-Sral of Vikramaditya.

With great rejoicing it was brough| ta ths city and the king
himself stood by while it was put in the hall of justice, Then the
nation was ordered to ghserve three days of prayer and fasting,
for on the fourth day the king would ascend the new throne
publicly. and judge jusily amongst the peoplz,

Al last the great morning arrived and crowds assembled 1o
see the Taking of the Szat. Pacing through thz long hall came
the judges and priests of the Kingdom, foliowed by the Sovereign,
Then, as they rzached the Throne of ludgement, they parted inta
Lwo hines, and he walked up the middle. Postrated himsell’ before
it and went up close to the marble slab,

When he had done this, however, and was Just aboul to sip
down, one of the twenty-five stone angels began to speak. *Stop™
it s2id : *‘do you think that you are worthy to sit on the Judge-
ment-Seat of Vikramaditva 7 Have You never desired to rule over
kingdoms which were not your own 7" And the counterance of
the stone angal was full of sarrow.

At these words the king felt as if a light had blazed up within
him, and shown him a long array of tyrannical wishes. He knew
that his own life was unjust. After a long pause he spoke, Mo
he said, “T am not worthy.”
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“Fast and pray yet three day,” said the angel, “‘that you
may purify your will, and make good your right to secal yourself
therean.” And with these words it spread its wings and flew
away. And when the king lifted up his face, the place of the
speaker was empty, and only twenty-four figures supported the
marthble slab.

And so for threz days more he prepared himself with prayer
and with fasting to coms again and atlempt 10 sit on the Judge-
ment-S2at of Vikramaditya.

Bt this time it was evan as bzfors. Ansther stoas angel
adiressed him. aad ask:d him a qusstion which was yet mors
searching. “Have your never,” it said, ‘‘covated the riches of
another 7

And when at last hz spokes and said, “Yes, 1 hive ; lam not
worthy to sit on the Jadzemeni-Sz;at of Vikramadilya ! The
angel commanded him to fist and pray yet another three days, and
spread its wings and flsw away into tha blua.

At last four times twenty-four days had gooe, and still three
more diys of fasting, and it was naw the fuadredeh day., Oanaly
ape anzel was left supparting the marble slab, and the king drew
near with great confidance, for today he felt sure of being allowed
1o take his place.

But as he drew nsar, the last angel spoke, “Are you, then,
parfectly pure in heart, O King?" it said, [z your will like that
of a little child 7 1f sa, you ars indeed worthy to sit.on this seat 1"’

“No'", said the king, speaking very slowly, and once more
searching his own conscisnce, as the judge examines the prisoner
al the bar, bat with great sadness ; *'no, | am not worthy.”

And at these words the angel Aew up in to air, bearing the
stab upon his head, so that never since that day has it been seen
apon the earth.
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But when the king came to himself and was alone, pondering
over the matter, he saw that the last angel had explained the
mystery. Only be who was pure in heart, like a little child, could
‘be peclectly just. That was wky the shepherd boy in the forest
«would sit where no king in the world might come, on the Judge-
ment-Seat of Vikramaditya.

-—Sister Nivedita
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THE BLACK CAT

Tomorrow I die. Temorrow I die, and today I wantto teld
the world what happened and thus perhaps free my soul from the
horrible weight which lies upon it.

But listen ! Listen, and you shall hear how I bave been
destroyed.

When I was a child I had a natural goodness of soul which led
me to love animals—all kind of animals, but especially those
animals we call pels, animals which have learned to live with men
and share their homes with them. There is something in the love of
these animals which speaks directly to the heart of the man who
has learned from eaperience how uncertain and changeable is the

love of other men,

I was quite young when I married. You will understand the
joy I felt to find that my wife shared with me my love for animals,
Quickly she got for us several pets of the most likeable kind. We
had hirds. some goldfish, a fne dog, and a cat.

The cat was a beautiful animal, of unusually large size, and
entirely black. I named the cat Pluto, and it was the pet I liked
best. lalone fed it. and it followed me all around the house. It
was even with difficulty that I stopped it from fellowing me through
the streets.

Our friendship lasted, in this munner, for several years, during
which, however, my own character hicame greatly changed. | began
{o drink too much wine and other strong drinks. As thedavs
passed I became Jess loving in my manner ; | became quick to
anger ; | forget how to smile and laugh, My wife—yes, and my
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pets, too. all except the cat—were made to feel the change in my
character.

One night T came home quite Jaie from the inn, where 1 now
spent more and more time drinking, Walking with uncertain step,
I made my way with effort into the house. As [ entered I saw—or
thought I saw—that Pluio, the cat, was trying 1o stay out of my
way. to avoid me, This action, by an animal which I had thought
still loved me, made me angry beyond reason. My soul seemed 1o
fly from my body, I took a small knife out of my coat and opened
it. Then I took the poor animal by the neck and with one quick
movemesnt I cut out one of its fear-filled eyes !

slowly the cut got well, The hole where its eve had becn was
not a pretty thing to look at, itis true; but the cat no longer
appedred to suffer any pain.  As might be expecied, however, it
ran from me in fear whenever [ came near. Why shounld it not
run ! Yet this did not fail 1o anger me. [ (elt srowing jnside
mysclf a new feeling. Who has not, a hundreed times, found him- |
self doing wrang, doing some evil thing for no other reason than
because he knows he should not ? Are not we humans at all times
pushed, everdriven in some unknown way to break the law just
beeause we understand it to be (he law ?

One day, incold blood, I tied a strong rope around the cat’s
neck, and faking it down into the cellar under the house T hong it
from one of the wood beams above my head. 1 hung it there until
it was dead. I hung it there with tears in my eyes, [ hung it because
I knew it had loved me, because I [elt it had given me, no reason to
hurt it, because I knew that my doing so was & wrong %o great, a
sin s0 dzadly that it would place my soul forever outside the reach
of the love God |

That same night, - as I lay sleeping, I heard through my open
window the cries of our neighbours, [ jumped from my bed and
found that the entire house was filled with fire, It was only with
great difficulty that my wife and T escaped. And when we werg out
of the house, all we could do was stand and watch it burn to the
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ground. 1 thought of the cat as I watched it burn, the cat whose
dead body I had left hanging in the cellar. It seemed almost that
the cat had in some mysterious way caused the house to burn so
that it could make me pay for my evil act, so that, it could take
reyenge upon me,

Months went by, and I could not drive the thought of the cat
out of mind, One night 1 sat in the inn, drinking, as usual, In
the corner 1 saw & dark object that | had not seen before. T weat
over to see what it could be: [t was a cat, a cat almost exactly
like Pluto, I touched it with my hand and patted it, pussing my
hand softly along its back. Thecat rose and pushed its back
against my hand.

Suddenly I realized that I wanted the cat. I offered to buy it
from the innkeeper, but he claimed he had never seen the animal
before, As I left the inn, it followed me, and 1 allowed it 1o do so.
1t soon became a pet of both my wifc and mysell

The morning after T brought it home, however, I discovered
that this cat, like Pluto, had only one eye. How was it possible
that [ had not noticed this the night before ? This fact only made
my wife love the cat more.  But 1, myself, found a feeling of disliles
growing in me, My growing dislike of the animal only seemed to
increase its love for me. It followed me, followesd me everywhere,
always, When I sat, it lny dowsn noder my chair. When 1 stood
up it gol between my feet and nearly made me fall. Wherever |
went, 1t was plways there, At night I dreamed of it. And | began
1o hate that cat |

One day my wife called to me from the cellar of the old
building where we were now forced to live. As I went down the
stairs, the cat, following me as always, ran under my feet and
nearly threw me down,

In sudden anper, I took a knifeand struck wildly at the ear,
Quuckly my wife put out ier hand and stopped my arm. This only
increased my anger and, without thinking, Iturned and put the
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knife’s point deep into her heart ! she fell to the floor and died
without a sound.

I spent a few moments lcoking fer the cat. Fut it was gome.
And 1 had other things to do for T knew I must do scmething with
the body, and quickly. Suddenly I noticed a place in the wall of the
cellar where stopes had been added to the wall to cover annld
firephace which was no longer wanted. The walls were yery strongly:
built, and 1 found | could casily tske down those stones. Behind
them there was, as I knew there must be a hole just big enough
io hold the body. With much effort | put the body in and care-
fully put the stones back in their place. I wis pleased 1o see that
it was quite impossible for anyone to know that a single stone had
been moved.

Days passed, Still there was no cat. A few people came and
asked sbout my wife ; but I answer them easily. Then one day
several officers of the police came.  Certain that 1hey could find
nothing, I asked them in and wemt with them as 1key
searched,

Finally they searched the vellur from end to end. 1 watched
them quietly,-and, us I eapecied, they noticed mothing. But as
they started up the sieirs again, I felt myzell drven by fome un-
known inner force 1o led them know 1o make them Know, that I
had won the battle,

“The walls of this building' I said, “‘are very stroogly
buill : itis a fine 0ld house.” Acrdasl spokel struck with my
gtick that very place in the wall tehind which wes the body of my
wife. Immediately I felta cold feeling up and down my buack as
we heard coming out of the wall itself a horrible cry.

For one short moment the officers stood looking at each other.
Then guickly they began to pick at the stones, and in @ short ume
they saw before them the body of my wile, black with dried blood
and smelling of decay. On the bedy's head, its one eye filled with
fire, iis wide open mouth the colour of blood, sat 1he cat, crying
oul 115 revenge.

—Edear Allan Pee
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High above the city. on a tall column, stood the siatee of the
Happy Prince. He was gilded all over with thin leaves of fine
gold. For eyes he had two bright sapphires, and a large red ruby
glowed on his sword-hilt. He was very much admired indeed.

One night there flew over the city a little Swallow. His friends
had gone away to Egypt six wecks before, but he had stayed be-
hind, for he was in love with the most beautiful Reed. He had met
her early in the spring as he was flving down the river after a big
vellow moth and had been so attracted by her slender waist that he
had stopped to talk 1o her, He flew round and round her, touching |
the water with bis wings, and making silver ripples, This was his
courtship, and it lasted all through the summer.

“It is a ridiculous attachment,” twittered the other Swallows:
“she had no money, and far too many relations.”” Indeed the river
was quite full of Reeds. Then, when the autump came they all flew
away.

After they had gone ke felt lonely, and began to get tired of
his lady-love. “She has no conversation' he said, “and she is
domestic.” “But I love travelling,” he continued, “‘and my wife,
consequently, should also Jove travelling.™

"Will you come away with me 7'* he said finally to her, but the
Reed shook her head ; she was so attached to her home.

“You have been trifling with me,*" he cried. 1 am going off
to Egypt. Good-bye |" and he flew away,

All duy long he flew, and at night-time he arrived at the city,
“Where shall I puat up 7" he said. Then he saw the statue on the
‘tall column,
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“1 will put up there,™ he cried ; ““it is a fine position, with
plenty of fresh air.” So he alighted just berween the feet of the
Happy Prince, and prepared to go to sleep. But just as he was
putting his head under his wing a large drop of water fell oo him.
**What a curious thing ! he cried ; *there is not a single cloud in
the sky, the stars are quite clear and bright, and yet it is raining.
The climate in the north of Europe is teally dreadful.”

Then ancther drop fell.

“What is the use of the statue if it cannot keep the rain off 7
e said : “I must look for a pood chimneypot.” and he determined
to fly uwway.

But before he had opened his wings, a third drop fell, and he
fboked up, and saw—Ah ! what did he see ?

The eves of the Huppy Prince wera filled with tears, and tears
were running down his golden cheeks. His face was so beautiful in
the moonlight that the little Swallow was filled with pity,

“Wha are you 77" he said,
“1 am the Happy Prince.™

“Why are you weeping then 7' asked the Swallow . “'you have
quite drepehed ma”

“*When 1 was alive and had o human heart,” answered the
statue, I did not know what tears wers, for T lived in the Palace
of Happiness, where sorrow was not allowed to enter, In the
day time | plaved with my companions in the garden, and in the
evening 1 led the dance in the Great Hall. Round the garden
ran a lofty wall, but I never cared to ask what lay beyond it.
Everything about me was so beéautiful. My courtiers called me the
Happy Prince, and happy indeed T was, if pleasare be happiness.
501 lived, and so [ died. And now that [ am dead they have set
me up here so high that T can see al] the ugliness and all the misery
of my city., and though my heart is made of lead yet [ cannot
choose but weep."
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“Far away,” continued the statue in a low musical voice, *‘far
away in z little steeet there is2a poor house. One of the windows
is open, and through it I ean see @ woman seated at a table, Her
face is thin and worn, and she has coarse, red hands, all pricked
by the needle, for she is a seamstress, She is embroidering flower
on asatin gown for the princess.”

“Ina bed in the corner of room her little boy is lying il
He has a fever, and is asking for oranges. His mother has nothing
to give him but river water, so he is crying, Swallow, Swallaw,
little swallow, will you not bring her the ruby out of my
swordhilt ! My feet are fastened to this pedestzl and 1 cannot
moye. ™

“1Iam waited for in Egypt,” said the swallow. “My friends
are fiving up and down (he Nile, and talking tothe large lotus-
flowers. Soon they will g0 to sleep in the tamb  of the great King,
The King is there himself in his painted coffin.”

“awallow, Sawllow, little Swallaw,”" said the Prince, “will you
not stay with me for one night, and be my messenger ? The boy
18 $o thirsty, and the mother so sad ™

The Happy Prince looked so sad that the linle Swallow was
sorry *“It is very cold here.” he said, **but I will stay with you for
one night. and be vour messenger.”

"“Thank vou, little Swallow,” said the Prince.

S0 the swallow picked out the great ruby from the Prince’s
sword, and flew-away with it in his beak over the roofs of the fown.

He passed by the cathedral tower, where the white marhle
angels were standing. He passed by the palace and heard the
gound of dancing, The beautiful princess came out on the balcony
with her lover. “f hope my dress will be ready in time for my
birthday,” she remarked ; 1 have ordered fAowers 1o be embioi-
dered on it ; but the seamstresses are so lazy.”

He passed over the river, and saw the lanterns hanging to the
masts of the ships. He passed over the poor-housss, and saw old
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men bargaining with each olher. At last he came to the house of
the seamstress and looked in. The boy was tassing feverishly on
his bed, and the mother had fallen asleep, she was so tired. In he
hopped and laid the great ruby by her head.  Then he flew gently
round the bed, fanning the boy's forehead with his wings. “How
cool I feel 1" sard the boy. “'T must be getting better ; and he sank
inte -4 delicious slamber.

Then the swallow flew back to the happy Prince, and teld him
what he had done. “Itis curjous™ he remarked, *‘but T Teel
quite warm now, although it is 50 cold.™

“That is because vou have done a pood action,” said the
Prince. And the little Swaliow bégan to think, and then he fell
asleep.

When day broke he flew down to the river and had u bath.
“what a remarkable phenomenon 1" said the Professor of Biology
as he was passing over bridge. “A swallow in winter 1" And
he wrote a long letter about it to the local newspaper. Every cne

quoted it. It was full of so many words that they could not under-
stand,

“To-night T 2o to Ezypt, “'said the Swallow, and he was in
high spirits at the prospeet. He visited all the public monuments,
and sat a long time ontop of the church stecple. Where  he
went the Starrows chirpad, snd said to each other. *“What a dis-
tinguished stranger.” S0 he enjoyed himsel[ very much.

When the moon rose he flew back to the Happy Frince to say
him good bye

s8wallow, Swallow, little Swallow,”” said the Prince, “will you
not stay with me one night longer |7

“Tam waited for in Fgypt,” answered the Swallow. “To-
morrow my friends will fiy up to the great waterfall,”

“lwallow, Swallow: little Swallow," said the Prince, “'faraway
across the city I see a young maa in a roonn. He is leaning over a
desk coversd with papers, and in a bottle by his side there is o
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bunch of withered viclets. His hair is brown, his lips are ted,
and he has large and dreamy eyes. He is trying to finish a play,
'but he is too tired to write any more 1"

“I will wait with you one night longer,” said the Swallow,
who really had a good heart. *Shall 1 tike him another ruby ™

“Alas | I have no ruby now,” said the Prince ; “My eyes ars
all that T have left.  They are made of rare sapphires, which were
brought out of Tndia a thousand years ago. Pluck out one of them
and take it to him. He will sell it to the jeweller, and buy firewood,
and finish his play.

“*Dear Prince,” said the Swallow, 'l cannot do that.” And
he bepan 1o weep, “Swallow, Swallow. httle Swallow,” said the
Prince, “'do as [ command you.” '

50 the Swallow plucked ouat the Prince’s eve, and flew away
to the voung man's room. It was easy enough to get in as there was
a hole in the roof, Through this he darted, and came into the
room. The voung man had his head buried in his hands, <0 he did
not hear the flutter of the bird's wings. When he looked up he
found the beautiful sapphite Iving on the withered violets.

“Tam beginning to be appreciated,” he cried ; “this is from
some greal admirer. Now T can finish my play.” And he looked
tjuite happy.

The next day the Swallow thought about Egypt and when the
moon rose he flew back to the Happy Prince, “I have come to bid
good-bye,” he ¢ried.

“Swallow, Swailow, little Swallow,” said the Prince, “will you
mot stay with me o ne night lonser 1

*“It is winter,” answered the Swallow, and the snow will scon
‘be here. In Egypl the sun is warm ot the green palm-trees, My
companions are building a nest in a temple. Dear Prinice, [ must
leave you, but I will never forget you, and next spring T will bring
vou back two beautiful jewels in place of those you have given
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away. The ruby shall be redder than a red rose, and the sapphire
ghall be as blue a5 the great sea”

“In the square below,” said the Happy Prince, “there stands
a little match girl. She has let her matches fall in the guuter, and
they are all spoiled. Her father will beat her if she dees not bring
home some money, and she js crving.  She has no shoes or
stockings, and her little head is bare. If you pluck cut my mother
eve, and give it to her, her father will not beat her

“1 will stay with you one night longer,” said the Swallow,
“but 1 ciinnot pluck out your eve. You would be quite blind
then.™

“Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow,” satd the Prince, “do as]
command you.

&0 he plucked out the Prince’s other eye, and darted down

with 11, He swooped past the match-girl and slipped thie jewel into
the palm of Ler band. *Whata lovely bit of pglass I cried the
little pirl, and she ran home, laughing.

Then the Swallow came back to the Prince. “You are Bblind
now,” hesaid, * so 1 will stay with you always.™

*"MNo, little Swatlow,” said the poor Prince, ‘‘vou must go
pway to Egypt™

“1 will stay with you always,” said the Swallow, and he slept
at the Prince’s [zet.

All the next day he sat on the Prince’s shoulder and told him
stiries of whit ke had seen in strange landi.

“iDear hittle Swallow,!” said the Prince, “‘you tell me of
marvelious things, but more marvellous than anything is the
suffering of men and of women. Fly over my city, little Swallow,
and tell me what vou sce there,”

So the Swallow flew over the "great city, and saw the rich
making merry in their beautiful houses, while the beggars were:
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sitting at the gates. He flew into dark lanes, and saw the white
faces of starving children looking out listiessly at the black streets.
Under the archway of a bridge two litile boys were lying in tone
another’s arms to keep themselves warm. *How hungry we are I
they said. **You must not lie here,” shouted the warchman, and
they wandered out intp the rain.

Then he Aew back and told the Prince what he sad seen.

“I ‘am covered with fine gold,” said the Prince, *‘vou must
take it off, leaf by leaf, and give it to the poor.”

Leaf after Jeal of the fine gold the Swallow picked off, till the
Happy Prince looked quite dull and grev. Leaf after jeaf of the
fine gold lie brousht to the poor, and the children’s faces Erew
rosier, and they laughed and played pamesin the street. “We
have bread now '™ they criced.

Then the snow came, and aft=r the snow came the frost. The
slreets looked as if they were made of silver, they were so bright
and glistening. Everybody went about in woollen clothes.

The . poor Swallow grew colder and colder, but he would not
leave the Prince whom he loved oo well.  He picked up crumbs
outside the buker’s door when the baker was not looking, and
tried 1o keep himself warm by flapping his wings.

But at last he knew that he was going to die. He had just
enough strength to fly up to the Prince’s shoulder once more.
“Good bye, dear Prince | he murmured, “will you let me kiss
vour haad

"l am glad that you are going to Egypt at last, little Swallow,”
said the Prince. “'You have staved too long here but you must
kiss me on the lips, for I love vou 1"

“It ismot to Egypt that T am going,” said the Swallow. *I am
going to the House of Death."” And he kissed the Happy Prince
on the lips, and fell down dead at his feer,

At that moment a curious crack sounded inside the statue,
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as if something had broken. The fact is that the leaden heart had
suapped right in two,

Early the next morning the Mayor was walking ia the sguarc
below in the company with the Town Councillors, As they pass&d
the column he Jooked up at the statue : 0 Good : how shahby
the Happy Prince looks,™ he said.

“‘How shabby, indeed | cried the Town Councillors, who
4lways agreed with the Mayor ; and they went up lo look at it.

*The ruby has fallen out of bis sword, his eyes are gone, and
he iz golden no longer,” said the Mayor. **In fact, he is little
betier than a beggar 1™

“Little better than a begear”, said the Town Councillors.

“And here is actually a dead bird at his feet I continued the
Mayor. *“We must really issue a proclamation that birds are not
to be ailowed 1o die here.” And the Town Clerk made a note of
the sugeestion.

So they pulled down the statue of the Happy Prince. They
melted the statue in a furnace, and the Mayor held 4 meeting of the
LCarporation to decide what was to be dons with metal. “*We must
have another statue, of course,’ he said, “‘and it shall be a statue
of myself.™

“Of myself,”” said each of the Town Covncillors; and they
quarrelled. Whea I last heard of them they were guarrelling still.

#What 4 strange thing 1" said the overseer of the workmen at
the foundry, *'This broken lead heart will not melt io the furnace.
We must throw it away.” So they threw iton # dust-heap where
the dead Swallow was also lying.

Hring me the two most precious things in the city,” said God
{0 one of His Angels : and the Angel brought him the leaden heart
and the dead bird

“Yau have rightly chosen,” said God, *'for in my garden of
paradise this little bird shall sing, and in my ity of gold the Happy
Prince shall praise me.™

—Oisear PVilde
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It was a dark autumn night. The old banker was pacing,
from corner to corner of his study, recalling to his mind the pary
he had in autumn fifteen years before. There were many clever |
people at the pariv and mooh itleresting conversation. They talked |
among other things of capital punishment. The fuests, among
them not a few scholars and journalists, for the most part disapp-
roved of capital punishment. They found it obsolete as a means
of punishment, unfitted 10 4 Christian State, and immorzl. Some
of them thought that capital punishment should be replaced
universally by life-imprisonment.

[ don’t agree with vou.” said the host, “1 mysell have
experienced neither capital punishment nor life-imprisonment, bt
if one may judgs on the basis of logic then in oy opinion capital
punishment is more moral and more humane than imprisonment.
Exccution kills instantly, life-imprisonment kills by degrees. Wha is
the more humane exccutioner, one who hills you ia a few seconds
or one who draws the Jife out of you incessantly, for vears 1

“They're both equally immoral," remarked one of the fuests,
because their purpose is the same, to ake away life, The State
15 not God, It has no right to take away thar whizh it cannet
give back, if it should so desire.*

Among the company wasa lawyer, & young man of about
twenty five. On being asked his opinon, he said :

“Capital punjshment and life-imprisonment are  equally
immoral; but il I were offered the choice between them. T would
certainly choose the second. 1% better to live somehow than not
to live at s)I.7
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There followed a lively discussion. The banker who was then
younger and more nervous suddenly lost his temper, banged his
fist on the table, and urning to the young lawyer, cried out ;

“It’s a e, 1 bet you two millions. you would't stick in a
cell even for five years.”

“If you mean it geriously,” replied the lawyer, “then I bet
I'll stay not five bat fifteen.””

“Fifteen ! Done 1" cried the banker. “Gentlemen, I stake
two millions."”

“Agreed You siake two millions, I my freedom,” said the
lawyer,

So this wild, ridicolous bet came to pass. 1§ was decided that
the lawyer must undergo his imprisonment under the strictest
observation, in a garden wing of the banker’s house, It was agreed
that during the peripd he wounld be deprived of the right to cross
the threshold, to see living people. to héar human voices, and to
receive letters and mewspapers. He was permitted 1o have a
musical instrument, to read books, to write letters, fo drink wine
and smoke tobacco. The least artempt on his parts to vielate the
conditions, to escape if only for two minutes before the time fread
the banker [rom the obligation to pay bim the two mallions.

During the first vear of imprisonment, the lawyer suffersd
terribly from loneliness and boredom. From his wing, day and
night came the sound of the piano, He was sent books of a light
character : novels with a complicated love interest, stories of crime
and fantasy, comedies and 30 on;

It the second year the piano was heard no lopger and the
tawyer asked only for classics. Tn the fifth year, music was heard
again, and the prisoner asked for wine, Those who watched him
said that during the whole of that year he was only cating, drinking
and lying on his bad., He yawned often and talked angrily lo
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himself. Books he did not read. Sometimes at nights he would sit
down towrite. He would write for a long time and tear it all up
in the morning. More than once he was heard to weep.

In the second half of the sixth year, the prisoner hegan
zealousy to study languages, philosophy, and history. He fell on
these subjects so lungrily that the banker hardly had time to get
books enough for him. In thespace of four years about six
hundred wvolumes were bought at his request. Tt was while thar
passion lasted that the banker received the following letter from
the prisoner : My dear jailer, Tam  writing these  lines in six
languages. Show them to experts for ¢xamination. If they do not
find one singlé mistaks, [ beg you to give orders to have a gun
fired off in the garden. By the noise | shall konow' that my efforts
have not been in wvain. The geniuses of all ages and couniries
spesk in different languages; but in them all buras the same flame.
Oh, if you knew my heavenly happiness now that T can understand
them 1" The prisoner’s desire was fulfilled. Two shots were fired
in the garden by the banker's order.

Later on, after the tenth year, the lawyer sat immovabie
before his table and read only the New Testament. The banker
found it strange thata man who in {eur years had mastered six
hundred erudite volomes, should have spemt nearly a year in
reading one book, easy to understand and by no means thick. The
MNew Testameat was then repiaced by the history of religions and
theology.

During the last two years of his confinement the prisoner read
an extraordinary amount quite haphazardly. Now he would apply
himself to the natural science, then he would read Byron or
Shakespeare, Motesusad to come from him in which be asked to
be sent at the sams time a book on chemisiry, a texi-book of
medicine, a novel, and some books on philosophy or theology.

The banker recalled all this, and thought ;

“To-morrow at twelve o'clock he receives nis freedom. Under
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the agreement, I shall have to pay him two millions. If T pay,
it’s all over with me. T am ruined forever........"

"“That cursed bet,” murmured the old man clutching hiz head
in despair .. “Why did’t the man die? He's only forty years
old. He will take away my last penny, marry, enjoy life, and
gamble and I will look on like an envious begzar. Neo, is it’s oo
‘Much ! The only escaps from bhankruptcy and diszrace that the
man shouofd die."

The clock had just struck three. The banker was listening,
in the house every one was asleep  Trying to make no sound, he
took out of his sale the key of door which had not heen opened
for fifteen years, put on his overcoat, and went out of the house.
The garden was dark and cold, It was raining heavily. Though
he strained his eyes, the banker could se= neither the ground,
nor the garden-wings, nor the trees, Approaching the garden-wing,
he called the watchman twice. There was no answer, Eyidently
the watchman had taken shalter from the bad weather and was now
asleep somewhere in the kitchen or the greenhouse.

“IFI have thecourage to fulfil my intention,” thought the
old man, ““the suspicion will fall on the watchman first of all.”

In the darkness he groped forthe steps and the doorund
entered the hall of the garden-wing, then poked his way ifito a
narrow passage and struck a4 match, Not a soul was there. Some
ane’s bed with no bed clothes on i, stood there and an iron
stove loomed dark in the cocner. 'T'ne seals on the door that led
into the prisoner’s room were unbroken.

When the match went out, the old man, Lrembling from
agitation, peepad into the litile window.

In ihe prisoner’s room a candle was burning dimly. The
priscoer himsell sat by the table, Onily his back, the hair on his
head and his hands were visible, Open books were strewn about
@n 1he table, the two ehairs, and on the carpet near the table.
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Five minutes passed and the prisoner never once stirred.
Fifteen years’ confinement had taught him to sit motionless. The
banker tapped on the window with his finger, but the prisoner |
made no movemeant in reply. Then the banker cautiously tore the |
seals from the door and put the key into the lock. The rusty lock |
gave a hoarse groan and the door creaked. The banker expected. |
instantly 1o hedr a cry of surprise and the sound of steps.  Three !
minutes passed and it was as quiet inside asit had been before. |
He made up his mind to enter.

Hefore the table sat a man, unlike an ordinary human being.
It was a skeleton. with long curly hair like a woman’s, and a
shaggy beard. The colour of his face was yellow: the cheeks-
were sunken, the back long and narrow, and the hand upon
which he leaned his hairy head wassp lean and skinny that
it was painful to look upen. His hair was already silvering
with gray, and no one who glanced at the senile emaciation of the
face would have believed that, He was only forty years old. On the
table, before his bended head. lay a sheet of paper on which
something was written ina lioy band.

“Papr devil”, thought the banker, **he’s asleep and probably
geeing millions in his dreams. [ have only to take and throw this
hali-dead thing on  the bed, smother him a moment wilh the
pillow, and the moest careful examination will find no trace of
pnnatural death. But, first, let us yead what he has written.
here.”

The banker took the sheet from the table and read @

“To-morrow at twelve o'clock midnight, T shall obtain my
freedom and the right to mix with the prople. But before I leave
this room and see the sun [ thigk it necessary  to say a few words
to you. On myown<tlear conszience and hefore God who
gees me [ declars to you that | despise freedom, life, health, and.
all that you call the blessings of the wotld,

““Your books pave me wisdom, All that unwearing humag:
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thought created in centurics is compressed to a little lump in my
skull. | know that T am cleverer than vou all.

““¥ou are raad, and pone the wrong way. You take fals¢hood
for truth and ugliness for beauty. T marvel at wvou, whe have
‘bartered heaven for earth. I do not want to understand you.”

“That I may show you in deed my conlempt for that by
which vou live, T waive the two millions of which | once dreamed
asa paradise, and which T now despise. That T may deprive
mysell of my right to them, [ shall come out from here five minutes
before the stipulated tecm, and thus shall violate the agreament.”

When he had read, the banker put the sheet on the table,
kissed the head of the strange man, and began to weep. He went
out of the wing. Neyer at any other time, not even after terrible
losses, had he felt such contempt for himself as now. Coming
home, he lay down on his bed, but agitation and tears kept him
a long time from sleeping.

The next morning the poor watchman came running to him
and told him that he had seen the man who lived in the wing climb
through the window into the garden. He had gone to the gate and
disappeared. The banker instantly waot with his servants to the
wing and established the escape of his prisoner. To avoid
unnecessary rumours he took the paper with the renunciation from
the table apd, on his return, locked it in his safe.

—Anran Chekhov
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Sue and Mary were two young painters who ran a joint studio-
in the quaint old Greenwhich village in New York. They set up-
their studio jn May, and in November there was the pneumonin
epidemic, Mary contracted the discase, and lav, scarcely moving,
an her painted iron bedstead, looking through the window panes
at the next brick heuse.

Ope morning the busy doctor took Sue into the adjacent
room. “*She has some chance of survival.” he said, as he shook
down the mercury in his thermometer, ““and that is possible only
if she strengthens her mind against despair. Your little lady has
made up her mind that she's not going to get well. Has she any-
thing on her mind 7

“She—she wanted to paint New York at Night,” said Sue,

“Painl /—nonsense | Has she anything worthwhile on her
mind —a man, for instance 7"

“Aman T said Sue sharply. “Is 0 man worth—but, no
doctor ; there 5 nothing of the kind.*

“Well, itis the weakness, then,” said the doctor. **1 shall
do all that I can do as a physician, But whenever my patient begins
to believe that heis going to  dic, I know that my medicine loses
balf of its effectiveness.”

After the doctor had gone Sue went into Mary's room  with
her drawing board, whistling. Mary lay, searcely Stirming upder
the bed-ciothes, with her face towards the window. Sue stoppd
whistling, thinking she was asleep.
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Sue arranged her board and began a pen-and-ink drawing
to illustrate a magazine story. As she was sketching the figure of
the hera, she heard a low sound, several times repeated, She went
quickly to the bedside,

Mary’s eyes were wide open. She was looking out of the
window and counting backward.

“Twelve,' she said, and a little Later “eleven,” and then
“ten,” and “nine,”” and then “‘eight™ and **seven.” almost ig-
gether.

Sue looked anxiously out of the window. What was thers to
count ? There was only a bare, dreary vard 1o be seen, and the
blank side of the brick house twenty fect away., An old vy
vine, twisted and decayed at the roots, climbed half way up the
brick wall. Because of autumn its leaves had fallen until its
skeleton branches clung, almost bare, 10 the crumbling bricks.

“What is it, dear 7' asked Supa,

hixeaid Mary in almost a whisper, ““They’re falling faste:
now. Three days ago there were almost a hundered It made my
head ache to count them. But now it's easy. There goes another
one. There are only five left now.™

“Five what, dear 7 Tell vour [riend.™

“Leaves. Ontheivy vine, When the last one falls T must
die, too I've known that for three days. Didn't the doctor tell
youl"

“Oh, T never heard of such nonsenve.’” said Sue ungrily. “what
had old ivy jeaves to do with your life ? And you used to love
that vine so much, you naughty girl. Don'tbe silly.  In fact. the
doctor told me that you would recover soon. Try 1o get something,
and let me go back o my drawing, so that I can sel it to the
editor, and buy some fruit for vou."

‘You needn't get any more fruit.” said Mary keeping her eyes:
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fixed on the ivy vine. “There goes another. No, T don’t want
to eat. That leaves just four. I want to see the last one fail before
it gets dark. Then I'll go too.™

Shary, dear.” said Sde, bending over her, “will you pro-
mise me to keep your ¢yes closed and not look out of the window
untill T have finished my work ? These drawing must be ready

by tomorrow. [ need the light otherwise I would draw the zhade
down.""

“Couldn’ you draw in the other room 7 asked Mary
coldly.

“I'd rather be here by yop,™ said Sue, “Beside 1 don't want
vou to keep looking at those silly ivy leaves.”

“Tell me as soon a3 you have finished,”’ said mary, closing
her eyes, and lying white nand still as a fallen statue. “'because 1
want to sec the last one fall, I'm tired of waiting. I'm tired of
thinking, [ want to turn loose my hold on everything, and go
sailing down, down, just like one of those poor, tired leaves.

“Try to sleep, " said Sge. **I mustcall John up to be my
‘model for the old hermit. 'll not be pone a minute. Don't try
to move till I come back.™

Qld John was a painter who lived on the ground floor
bencath them. He was past sixty and had a beard corling down
from the head. John was failure in art. Forty years he had
wielded the brush without much success. He had always dreamt
of pdinting 2 masterpicce, bat had never yet begon it, He earned
a little by serving as 2 model to those young artists in the colony
who could not pay the price of a professional. He drank to excess,
and still talked of his coming masterpiece. Faor the rest he wasga
fierce little ofd man.

Sue found John in his dimly lighted den below, She told
him of Mary's fancy, and how she feared she would indesd, ligh t
and fragile 3z a Jeal herself, fioat away when her slight held upon
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the world srew weaker. Mary was sleeping when they went
upstairs, Sue pulled the shade down to the window-sill and
took John to the other room, They peered out of the window
, fearfully at the ivy vine, Then they looked at cm;:_h other fm: d
| moment withost speaking. A persisient cold ram was falling,
i mingled with snow.
]

When Sue awoke from an heur's sleep next morniag, she
| found Mary with dull, wide-open eyes staring at the drawn  green
I shade.

“Pull it up ; T want to see,” she ordered in & whisper.
Wearily Sue obsyed,

But, lo ! after the beating rain and fierce gusts of wind that

‘had endured through the night, there vel stood out agninst the
forick wall one ivy leaf. It was the last on the vine. Still dark
green near its stem, but with its cdges tinted with the yellow of
decay, it hung bravely from a branch some twenty fect abave the
ground.

STt §s the last one,’* said Mary. “1 thought it would surely
fall during the night, T heard the wind. [t will fall to day, and
I shall die the same time.”

“Dear, dear !™ suid Soe, Leaning her worn face down o the
pillow, “*think of me, il you won't think of yourself. What would
1 do

But Mary did not answer. The lonesomest thing in all the
world is a soul when it is making ready to go on ils mysterious,
far-off journey. The fancy seemed to possess her mors strongly
as one by one the ties that bound her to friendship and to earth
were loosed.

The day wore away, and even through the twilight they
2ould see the lone ivy leaf clinging to its stem against the wall.
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And then, with the coming of the night the north wind again
sturted blowing while the rain still beat against the windows and
patiered down the Jow leaves.

When it was light enough, Mary commanded that shade
be raiged.

The ivy leal was still there.

Mary lay for a long time looking at it. And then she called
to Sue, who was stirring her chicken soup over the gas stove.

“I've been a bad girl, Sue,” said Mary. Something has
made that last leaf stay there to show me how wicked T was, Tt
is a sin to want to die. You may bring me a little soup now,—no :
bring me a hand-mirror first. and then place some pillows about
me, and I shall sit up and watch you cook.”

An hour later she said -
““Sue, some day I hope to paint New York at night"
The doctor camé in the afternaon,

g ™

“Even chances,” said the doctor, taking Sus’s thin shaking
hand in his. *With good nursing yvou'll win. And now I must
see apother case I have downstairs  John, his name is—some kind
of an artist1 believe. Pneumonia, too: Heis an old, weak man
and the attack isacute. Thereis no hope for him ; but he goey.
to the hospital to-day to be made more comlortable,”

The next day the doctorsaid to Sue : “She's out of danger.
You've won. Nutrition and care now-—that's al] "

And that afternocn Sue came 10 the bed where Mary lay,
coptentedly knitting a woollén shoulder scari.

*“I have something to tell you, white mouse™ she said, **Jjohn'
died of pneumonia to-day in the hospital. He was ill enly for two
days. The servant found him on the morning of the first day in
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his room downstairs helpless with pain. His shoes and clothing
were wet through and icy cold. They couldn’t imagine where he
had been on such a dreadful night and then they found a lantern,
still lighted, and a ladder that had been dragged from its place,
and some scattered brushes, and a plate with green and yellow
colours mixed on it, and—look out of the window, dear at the
last ivy leaf on the wall. Didn't you wonder why it never fluttered
or moved when the wind blew ? Ah, darling it’s John's master-
piece—he painted it there the night the last Jeaf fell.”

—, Henry
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NOTES AND EXERCISES

THE REAL PRINCESS

NOTES

Glozsary |
1o Be bent wpon {something) @ to have the mind seton ; to hove 45 a fized
pLrpese,
fo moke gp one's mind ©tocdecide,
distressed » unhappy ; sad,
to yearn @ffer ; to desire strongly ; to long for,

fio rain fn torrents ¢ to rain heavaly or violently.

priy » unpleasant 1o look oty

drip + 1o fall in drops:

presently t soon §at the tme,

piarsress - long, thick, fat pad of wool, hair, feather, foam rubber, elc. on
which ong sleeps.

mor a wink of sleep - not a bit of slep.

Black and biye 1 covered with Bruises of imjuries.

preseried : rotained ; kept sufe from loss or har.

eyt of enrioditiey s museom 358 building in which curios or unusual
and valued ohjects 1llostrating art, history, or science
wre put on display.

EXERCISES
A, Amvwer the follewing guestions

1. Why did the Prince feel distressed 1
2, What did the King sce on apening the gate
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How did the Princess look and what did she sy ?
Where was the Princess to rest that night 7

b
5. Why could the Princess not huve o wink of sleep 2

o

3. Where was the pea preserved 7
B. Change the tense of the verdy from  the past into the Prevant in parggranh
“A princess stood outside,,..... "

C. Rewrite parograph 5 deleting (vemoving) the inverted commas. “Oh,
horribly 1.
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GULLIVER IN LILLIPUT

NOTES

aitonisfed  surprised.
venure © to bz brave enouga to tuke the risk,

Hekinalr degul)
. Toiga Paorae

J - utierances i the native language of the islind of Lillipue
! atrggie T ey hard [ omake great etforts

' prick - hurtsnarply.

eranresd © ballt;, ser up,

arator tu goml speaker,

s - container for Hyuids, especiully wine,

deliciony © Tasty § BYVINE delighl to the sense of taste or simell.

EXERCISES

A, Auswer the fallowing guestions.

L. Wiy was Gulilver nol able 1o move 2

Wio Fastencd hom lo the ground 7

b

Wiy couid Le 0ot see anyiiing around Humn.
¥

How miay men were walking on his delt jog 7

o

Dresaribe  Lis eiforts o break e stoings dud to catch the litds

me,

6. What were nis leslings when he' was hit with arrowsand spears
and what protected him from being wouded !

7o Why did they stop ther atback ¥
How did he show that he was hungry

. How and by whim was he released

10, Ilosw did they quench his thirst and feed him

B. Change the fense of all the verbs from the past into the present in the

first paragraph.
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Correct the following -—
£ . |
1 thought it best to be siill uatill T could not free myaeki.

3]

1 knew their number increased.

I wis-in great pam, 1izied to gel los<.

He spoke like a orater and he sppke ancerly.

They broughl mea second cask whichl drunk in the sames

L

Mmanmer.
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TOM WHITEWASHES A FENCE

NOTES
 Lilossary 3

. Saturday : geacrally a boliday in Western countries,
| dragraree s sweet or pleasing smell (of Nuwers).
Sullof Life v Tively ? pay,

Fegeration : plants, vle.

pavement o paved way at the side of g street for people on foat.

fewer : barrier made of wooden or mely] pisces put around a field or
garden to Keegranimals away.

uninspiving s dull | imbaotooous,

ridivade ; moake a Tun of ; rause to appear foolish,
dread s greal fear and anxiety,

durvey i take general view ol ¢ exmnine e work,
Feswme ;o take up again work feft unfinished,
consenl  Agreeingnt | pecmission.

barrel g round container usually made of wonden pleces and hoops 3
cask.
metgeitficenr | splendid o remaricable.
L Anvwer beiefly the fallowing quesiions ;
(1) What nices of work was assignad to Tom By s aunt and hew
did he da it 7
(i1} Mo did-Ben Rogers ridicute himt Wiy did Tom's mouth
witer ¥
(i) Reproduoge briefly the conversation batveon Tom aad Ben.
{iv) How did Tomsween his brash 7
fvd Why didn’l Tom allow Ben gt first 0 wlutewas!) the lonce ?
fvi) On what condition was Ben allowed 7
(wil)  How were gther boye emploved by Tom to do the wark ?
{¥iii) What great law of human action did Tonr discover T
{ix) Whal were the remarks of Tis aunt oo seeieg the fence 7
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78 A BOOK OF ESSAYS AND STORIES |

i Writa o character-sherch of Tem in aban | 150 words, |
[1l. Nurrate in sof frove than (30 wards ow Tew suceended n Enfoying @
fiefidey wiila otlers worked for i,
ENERCISES
A, Give one weed fur the fodowdag. 2 fabh ooy an dedicution ol ihe werik
i5dvan B i fiest o letlery ainl #le fast fettar i —

(i Ut which enuses air for droe I £8MwpeeaDi)

(i) - stigwing signd il Felute suocesd - LA . oo 5]
(i) oshore story whd to dlusirais mazias tedching (pi-iilon.e)
vy | isaered place useid as-a place of safely (8.l

(v} osthee of netdvity or lack-of progross . (56 <. el

{vi] = #.petson wiio does something sl (Bl

(vi) thatwhich causes @ perstn TERRT e A 101 S |
(viit) @ hody of. persons elected togaverm o town or-aty. [£0..
() tappening or done dl the ssme e (81000

(%) Unchuaging series ol actions in diily work AT, ... £l

B Compiee the fallowing Words by addfing ~ouy ~fons ar =ipn ;—

|, ‘mispics o, oulrage-
2, butbar- 7. ardu-
3, simultund- 5. tighie-
4. HR- §. precis-
5. oaut: 10, melod
O, A eipher <o op =t Il CopaEle e pollenyfig words L —
1. towdt- 3. pleas-
2, proc- &, press-
3. Tarnit- 7. stats
A b B, hum-

B, Mubethe noputives by adding =un or -in s prefis ;—
oleasenit § Declrate; upty inspiring auspicions § kaown § foa

manageshle ; dacipling 3 dignity 7 natural 5 different.
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A STREE! SCENE

NOTES

Glosgary

Cask :a round | contalncr i |y dde of wooden pieces aml hoops:
Rarrel for liquids 5 lirge vessel,
fggpd © bands of wood or metal pul acoutd a Barrel,
hoilows and eracks ; pits and broken apaces m the road.
sguee=sd » pressed from all sides to oraw out the Tiguid
- cmmbenkmy nts : walls of niog o carth 10 hold back the wing:
gt = move forward qoickly or sudilenly,
sl 2 o Tun over-the sides of contiiner
Nawed ;eut § oot witlsuw,
rigerish smesr  covered with blood ke a hizer's mouth ; beore it means
wine-stained  mouth,
momeatary . Wthat lasts only fer @ short Hme,
geeam o light jalso a ray of  hope.
sferug ¢ Nl (ke shoulder) slightly o show indifference ; doubt, et
glocm & Teeling of sadnesy and hopolessmes,
coarse ;- Tough,
aetermination : resolution | firmness of purposg,
1. Anxwer the following guestions ;—
(i} Drescribe bricfly how a-cask of wine hid been broken ln the street
tny How did people run o the spol to step the wing From going
waste T 'What method did they adopt 1o sip the wine ?
(i} How did people express thoir joy over the sueme §
tiv) What did the tall msn write oathe wall with red mud ! Do vad
see any significance in that ¢
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(v} Wha wasthe awnst of Liz wins-shop ? Can you deseribe him ina
{ew senicnces ?

(viy What did the owazr da with 1he writiny o the wall 7

I}, Deorfoe @i vour oW words te itpedt wrene.
|
T Weite' n pardeeash of aimac (00 wordi o9 the pave-ty of e peaple i Ife |
aHes |
yireel, i
L

EXERCISES '
A. Differenrivre bevwaan the following pairy of words by usisg them fn
Sapfemoes.
coasadsaized & hadbow anllow. ; buyibye | piete/peace |
gieamgloom aceapi exvent | rure/bour week fweak |

theca/their.

B Coprset the spetilagy af the fallreiyr werdy 1 —
dsataiitesirion ©  misruale 3 oagiate ;  tankerchicf ; - momentry
purdrones 5 edsellant .

& My words fave more than  one  wieasing. Use the following words in
genfeneas (0 nake elear e o jfarenzz e Lezie mzapings —

(I3 ek s eut with o sharp gdzed woapon
s past tzose of see.
(i) fireniion & instriaction or gatlueee
direction : courss taken b 4 inaving body.
-boy servant employed 43 o messsnger, footmam or personsl
sttenlant.
page : one side of o leal of & book,

{iliy pam

(w1 leaf s parct of a plant.
feif s page of o book.
(v} spade : tool Tor digging the stouad ,
spads 1 oge of the four colowrd in pack of cards.
(vT) Ser s lawr-suit.
Suit = set-of glothes especially man's coat. and trousers.
auir = plemse s autlsfy the needs or wizhes of ;. be HL or apoo

priate.

nloaded from https:// www.studiestoda




nloaded from https:// www.studiestoday.

BUILD YOURSELF FOR L.EADERSHIP

MNOITTS

Cessary

Aptityde : fitness ) duitibility —ratird caraeiy or talent fer som eihing,

porentinl : latent power of oricrg wing pessibiiity ¢F fevelopmen!

dapiizance s control ; witherity § freveiling Influence.

lepitimate : Jawlal ; reasonahle ; jreifinble

eoRenr [ agree (ospecinkly in oplitan

gpraliing @ shocking ; horribie.
fliindeors ; mistakes ; errors,
I,?'.'H'r.i‘_!-‘ Sullow Y5 secret] 1o Livope krown cilber v peckdent of ob

PUTRORE

ersratic: showing greal Telight

distrevting * causing  grict,

Frectadde & impressive or omioseal siph
{amemtable = deplorable s wretched ¢ regretiilil:
ryoeon : poweriul basiness mun,

tigh 1 fumelion or Act oF work

References

Alexarder the Great ! He was Alesander 111 of Macdeniz (356-323 I C.)
sorof Fhillp 11 -Arstetle was his tilor. e was
ambiticus of conguering the world aud fiveued Tndia

(B2T—325 POy fiewes  oppesed by King Porus
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Jullay Cagsar Guaius Julivs Caesar (102—44 B C), dictator amd
Eing of Rame. 1z wis not ooly o great general and
statcaman hut slso an orator and historian , Shakes
peara's olny fulive Cazzar is well known which depicts

the mrider of Cassar by the consmrators.

Sir Walter Scotey (1TT1—1832). Fumous® English novelist, knows for
[xi histarical novels, Tvanhse (1819) and The Telisman
{1823) are two ol his oovels.

Emmision There 35 a¢n seel novel by Scott.

e (1826 —1806), Morwogiom  dramutist whose satirical
prablem plis dirscted to socinl reform  obiained
wide fame and exerted great influende. His well-
known nlays ace Pillars of Society, A Dall's  House,
Chosts and An Enemy af che Peaple,

I Ghig shorr arewar o tlie falfawing —

1. What are-the twa kinds of seople i the world ?
What guslitios are required for leadership ?
What it meanl by the statetient @ “The strongest man ia the warld Is

he who stands most alens' 2

4, What makes us commit blonders |

5. Muarrate briefiv (he Intident between the young woman and Wins
ston Churchill.

6. Whil mre the reasans far the lick of leadership In India 7

7. What makes o tycons function succeasfully 2

8. What should you say when your advice is asked ?

9. DBriedy narcate thesaccess slory of Mr. V. P, Menon.

L5 Sumoup, in vour ow words, tiegqualtlios that make o meeessful leader,

EXERCISES

A Form Ferhs :—

Leudership ; potential ; determination ; dominance ;| Success | daring 4
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NOTES AND EXERCIZERE

23

gourage ; ignorande ; allraotive ; diseussion ; absence.

2 e follewing wf Verhs and Nowny i—
Respect ;s Jook | eve ; sigh ; lament.
Formt adfectives from the follovwlng -
Potential ; dominaooe ; VFESPCETD | IERCTENCE o, flevyl

Iy, finmd conr five words from the fesson Whivh keve bee

LUse the following phrases! idfomyx fe seniencez of Vonr own -

I'o put onc through one’s paces; To depart from the heord ; Odd

man out : osweeh aside s o eguip onckell lgtmch oo 2 sky Is 1the
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CONTROLLING THE MIND

NOTES

paegicn - book ol clpzsified informiation oo all braoches of kn
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NOTES AND ENTRC JSES

ppens .
111k
L RIYOT
Jil
y |
X iy !
e SUSEE 1L
" .|_|I
o 01 € I
I
|.I |.
CAL
; ¢ the Jo
L
il I
i
ixes which
IET
=
TATT LTI "ol il |

v o cantinte § SLLLE
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THREE QUESTIONS

NOTES

Glossnry

PERtne o drom.

LA Lol
Ete. wwlag s Thor.
3 matically arranged in columns,
ey I - I' i)
e s ol It
i (i
i = ST T berr ) i T
Birlis SR with sharp-edesd blade i wooden
12kE : LLLE B

hanidle,

RoRed T pave gan

fook poscpsstan ~r ¢
=0 O foroih] stalcied
averad anprog

thranee of the building

UL ¢ gt
I FIE A ¥ WiMr
[

’ Hions that struck the King's niind
(5 Wint o ¢
=AY A0 reply to the firs quasticn 7

L dnswers (i tho BIVE Eo 1 We wmice o
; - v R0 RN sevond guestinn
¥ hag "|-"'-"i' ner -
=HEUE answWors il the king roceive
He RI0E roceive 1o the r -
i o the third ques

Foril i B
BErnaied with the AnFwer:
What did he decia

£ Recrde b do thereaftey 7

given by the Tearned men

GFF Wbttt s L :

Hatdid the King do befope Boing (o the hermi;
| ki WhHen the kias me N - R
= HAgappronschsd bim what Wiz the hernt doine Did

[¥HI) hiz
iz kinig s o gasiy n s} T Mas i
b fecing that the hermit was tired ?

e king help the wonmded mamn |
(x)

* Bearded mun npologise to the king ?
B
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NOTES AND

(=1}

X1

T ) q
EXERCISHS g7
ITis did the kg tren) him oneroy alter: i had apologiszd 1

Maw did the Lermit fnally. gorese the three (quesions: &Y (s

king ?

I N3 wear rwdr 1 s At wnef 1 ]
o s
T, Koo g Dieierl fn vptae o words te o P T ST
EXERCISES
A, Dserh fo L piresga (ol SrHAEnSET @f Ve e T —
1) I'n il i iri R I
(il T getoff (to cwcape)
(i) To tuy donkmactms {1o-sUrreaiden
fivd T attand on (lo take cure)
To alicnd | wlin]
(o) Ttk leave (T get missinn

(R4

B

o

i1 Far snd noar-fedeny whone).
Covreel dhe spellings of fhe fationing wirrds s —

immpostale ; epunsll o agrosehied sirupehied ; stoped ) threashold:]

kiddinp phace @ Fadhiatl physicians ;

porpoe.

Same worii i
gxanmpie r—
1) We sl feht Tor our riphes. (noem)

(iih e shodld Aleht the wrong! (verh)

o (1 TF e amrered Lhe qoestion i thelr own wikss (ver)

[y Tlre dosiiery wers all differsing (aoun)

followinrwords @ verh and noun =—
hela = meed | raplv: ressh s ground ) oooand
dowm; leat: stay ;o time.

Aol the samterees (i eolmet P with et connler marks e columin B

A B

iy The hermit Jistened to the the hetmit wis digging the
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A i)

ing gronnd in Dol of it
(5 Givig B lbcspadeita e ki the KInprgod off hi= | 1§ 5
6 1 He not only foreave him 1
in-order lo} ihie tight | 1 /!
limte for evory |
[vl Before reach it o 1 uitr
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THE CABULIWALL A

NOTES
Glassary

Caligt

amn-fenl Cobelbor Kabal, Lie cupital of Afghanistan 3 a
Pathan

Chartering - tulkinz foo maz K

Ly takine quidkly or foolishly,

ety s Tl of T aadd spirit; gay and dheecfal,

Srode-firror vl e oltls like & thidel;

overcome iy ferrar 5 itads wepk by fear,

fempred ;owttracted fo lase something.

cigmg ¢ held tiphitly.

rippiing with faugyier: plaingand falling geaty | small' movzasats oa the
e made Sy rise nnd fall of lavnghier.

marriprent = Tan 5 o

puzzled s eonfosed @l hasld 1o understand.

Herash & beat

sty of damghrer 2ol bali-lke nois2 of taugnter § loud brosts ol frughiler,

timeidd + eadily frightensd +shy.

Kidnan ¢ steal aeqild ; cafey away by Forcedn ordsr {ogbtiln money for

his returm.

crlong ; eactr to leath of know ; showlng too much iaterest in the alfnirs

IFith Durga et do deaifash o Duargy (or Pary (i) 9 Lhs doughter ol
Himalayasand the wite of Shiva, During the Durga festival in
Bonzni, Durg r

vty her fathar. Wnoznths fosthal Hower

ratafiy toeap hushand's hotme on MWipunt Eailas.

i5 supmosed 1

harsh A rough 5 isastoeable (0 sogies,

fnk-ameared ; coveted with ink
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impresdon Amprmt; migk made by pressing,

nfd 4 gentl
Barren = drs
fextivitiay <)

e xpondent

I

Ll
(winll
%)

LX

Il Gives

& Iu'.' SR e

What we

2§ o oo srong
 unprodbotive

||:l :-

events. , wedding festivities, eic
il disoppointed.
faifeniing gumsllans (n) o sewrence or e

What did 1he Cubutveallaly et

iHow
Wihat
Wit

are e two niginings

housg™ 1

Wiy wos

bhe Cabyliwadlni sos

What dill he clo afier beine refeuzed

Wh

didn't Minl's Hither alliw

chues ban e gty ol

did tha Cubuliwallal win &
wire the Felirs of Mint's i

ol the

lje tive=yenr old Minl 7

i diis Jarge bag
lind's-Tricpdstup 3
Mhee?

worde *father-in-law’s

fitem e prison 7

Cobuliwdllah to meet Mind ?

Why did the Catullwallah becore sad afier sepimg Mimi 7

Winnt did Mind's Gither doowhe

ol - Chitracisr

1. Cabuliwallnh

fin

3, Min

Hil.

steal i

pipnlin

£

et -

fin LU T

Exaniple E

P'sdather

EXERCISES
.':l."' PR L

o] - Overese s

|QTT T £t
uveally lubielibe
(it Hre gl iy (epposied) uf f
fortune ©wisidle = L
iy et f4 TrhE i

AEERy Gl it vl i

| £
SHUMess—] ipiny—

e g

o e heaed about Hitle Parbati?

sectfosies af Mo follawimg

Wrilte aparagrapic o vie friendfn of Mind aad Cabalivaliak

HERCT G W o i—

haty go ol Ightoap :

natarel; smile

3
naesy fle gelfectives formed

it il py may end in -."_I.'
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Now fill wp the blank boxes wizh the niissing wovdy - —

Mo ‘ Aelfeetive Advierly
finesh
audl
(Eisiness I
[ biight
kimidly
slididen
= | R =i
wickedndas |

£ Rewrice ihe following senfesces wilg the warrect wards ant af the pairy

given in brockests ;

(il
(i)

fixi)

[V}

He wore the (foose, love) gown af iz peopic.

My smull danghter hadl never lound suel. o patient listemer
(except, accept) lar Tatler

Ha (aecepred, expeered), the money withoul mgument.

And (Beside, basid=x), whal might not ligve happened to herin
these gight years !

The hovse had been filled with noise-and (fnoironent, excirameane)

simce early morning
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THE EMPEROR'S NEW CLOTHLS ‘

NOTES

lossary
Thdr Wiy gloties
fcaier T peison pretonding to'be what iz isiaot,  The GRpogiors i thia
SEOTY pretended fo be weayars

e for weaving cloth,

dgms o ik

fapelat thotglit) Imagined.

progerties s duilitis:

o f;f:.llu-r L

enchating « chorming ; delightful.

afesseltd L Lirieiaat . glosiois | maEniicent.

frogt o prent aumber

crifip s eunaimy § clever,

approbarion = lporoval § sanction.

gurgoonusrichly colauved.

eleguir 4 sracelul ¢ reliind.

provessfon @ people nurciing o ovderly manngr especially oo lmportamt
OCUasions.

ehip el

e 4 loose Cloak ; ovetdll ciner.

goszamer 1 (threadd of | fine silly substance of webs made by spiders @
sofr, b delicate maierial

dapmy 1 an preraitiging covering {fover a bad or throns, @ts.)

srafie baliave 1 catse peonle Lo believe ; pretend.

fetible & foel aboul oncartxinly with the honds.

hasshtior s prondor ;. more arrogant;
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1. Answer the fellowing guestiony : —
(I} Whkat was the Emperor most fond of 2 ‘
(it} What did the two weavers pretend Lo know ¢

(i) What did the Emperor think he could do by polling on those -
visible clothes 7
{iv) Whom did the Emperor seni firat 7
{v) What did the old minister sce ?
{vi) Whom did the Emperor send next ]
(vil} When did the Emperos first put on those clothes 7
(vlii) Why didn’t anybody say that the king wan without clothes 7
(ix) Who cried oltimately that the kings had nothing oo ?

I, Narrate in your own words iow the teo (mpostors meceeded In befoollng

the Emperor gnd ki people,

EXERCISES
Change the following werds inte nauns —
ngw ; ‘beautiful ; pure; capable; stupid; cxeellent: foolish ;
wobnderfol ; enchenting ;@  magnificent ;  elcoant ;: lonocent ;
announce , observe; preteod.
. Give at least two more words with the ygme meening for each of the
Sfollowing words (symommy) i—
For example : pretend—affect, sham, stimolate.
impostor ;  preperty ;. wonderful ;. empty ;  anxlews; lovely ;
might ; gorgeous.
Lise the following phrases in sentences of Your own :—
{1}, Mot to care a straw for {(nut 1o core even & bit).
(i) Give out (apnounce ; declare).
flily Owut of commen (unigue ; bncommon),
(lv) Fare with (happen ; take place),
(¥) On the eve of (ob tlie occasion of),
{vi} Make-believe (cause peaple 1o believe ; pretend to onesglf).
(vil) At any rate (at any coatr)
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GANDHI'S APPEAL

nOTES
Glossary

feanh @ sea=hore,

rerort : to make & guick reply, o answer aagerily or sharply,
iranspicions : unlucky ; ill omened ; unfavouroble.

sleaderest 7 thinasst ; light in weight.

curiously : surprisingly, strangely.

sovercign : British gold coin worth one pound.

strip » remove (clothes ar jewels, efe.).

homespun ; (cloth made of yam) spun at home ; plain, homely,
woven cloth.

Enspfed ¢ hurrizd about ; mads hurry or worked hard.

dals : ralsed platform.

Murg @ threw.

sguatred : sut on the ground with knzes drawn up and heals touching
drooping : hanging downwards.

kovering * lingering, Waiting upen,

seroll i roll of parchment or paper.

cajoling 1 persuasion by Aattery | make (somzonz) do with flattery
Crie Wants.

menfal s suited to & servant.
scavenging : gathering refuse or waste material from the streets.

feper 2 e auffering from leprosy—a disease forming white scales
the skin and eating away the flash,

hyprotize: produce or induce astate like deep sleep in whicha p
acts may be controlled by another person.

hulited s scolded, treated croelly .

wnolasrad » unfastiensd » unlocked,
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applause s approval loudly expressed by clapping the hands,
scramibile @ rough strueple,

frimfers : smafl fancy arcicles  small ornaments of pieces of jowellery of

Little walus:

fiarrow{ng ; dstregsing, palnful.

stumhle

3 fall unexpectedly or by accident,

indigmantly t anerily,

L Answer T a few santences each one of the folfowing quastions 1 —

()

(i)

(Tii}
v
(¥}

fwi}
{wii)
{viif)
{ix)

fx)

(i)

{xi1)
(=it
(xiv)

{xv)

What advice did Padma’s hushand give her before leaving for his
office ?

When and where was the meeting toing to bz addressed by
Gandhl ?

What did Padma do before going to the Rayal Theatre 7

Why did she pot on two of her slendercst banaley 7

Reproduce briefly in yvour own words the experience ol Padma’s
friend when she attended Gandhi's meeting four years ago 7
Diseribe in a few words the scenc before Gandhi’s arrival.

What happened when Guandhi arrived ?

What did the eldecly gentleman with a drooping moustache do 1
What did Gandhi say about his mission ?

What was the cfect of Gandhi’s speech on the audience In
general and Padma {n particular 7

what kind of gifts were collected and  whar did Gandbi do with
them 7

How did Padma |ose her bangles 7

How did Padma break the news of her loss to her livsband 1
What did Padma’s hoshand do with Rs. 30/- 7

What did Padma say to her husband indignantly at the cod ¥

[l Describe in your own words the inflence of Gandhi on the minds of peaple,

4H.

Gilve the s and substance of iy story in gor prore than 200 words.

EXERCISES

A, Note how certatn words can be ehanped inte adverlis by adding the suffis

-i_j' 2
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Now form adverbs from the following words aid use thent in senfences i—
collective ;  bare; mear; true; lght ;  distioct; iniense o
mild ; silenmt : swedden ; perfecl.
Complete the following words by sipplying ihe missing feiters i—
For example ; 1em—ber—remember,
Ing—pici—s; sl—dir—t; je—ls; diss—oint | ‘sover—ng; ma—
ta—ing ; mus—che ; nece—ary ; sed—pger ; Upp—sc; EPU—lOQ.
Give the pame af the person who does fhe following. Fer exonple ; ong
whi dees the menial jobs Is called a scavenger. Now amswer  fis
Jollowing —

Oroe who lives ina city.

is & good runoer, JUmMpLr, swimmer,

studies the seicace of the sun, moons, sfars and planects:

practises cne of fing arts, cepecially painting,

livés-apart Mrom all people in order to lead a holy ' life.

1

Z

3

4

5. treats diseascs of the toeth ?
6

7. dees clever telcks with bands for amusement.
8

one wio takes the examinavion,

Add ~any or -ent ax reguited, fo complate the foliowing words -—

l. nppar- 0. ten-

2. oppon- 7. tramspar-
3, evid- 8. peoas-

4, reluct- 9. appar-

5. persist= 19, particip-
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THE JUDGEMENT SEAT OF VIKRAMADITYA

NOTES
Glossar§
hugde + evening time just before [t gets quite dark:
pastire : maadaw ; grassland for the cattle to graze.
carverns out Into particelar form or design.
whoop ¢ loud noise §ery § vell.

Erave T SErinus.

[frofiesome s gay - merry § Uvely ; play“ul,

goncoct 1 invent ; make np.

incontrovertible + which cannot be questioned or disapproved.
perplaxing : puzeling ; complicated.

chronicles s historical record of events In order of time.
s 3 small hills

Sed 1 5ol with roots of grass oo It.

refoleing & joyTulness s festivities | pelchrations,

countenance : expression of face.

arrar : display (ef) ; dressed and presented In g line.
rrrannical s cruel.

sovers desice eagerly to posscss (espzoially Lhe property of another parson)
pander 3 (hink deeply,

I Ansver the following questfons i complete Sarlences 1=
(i1 What kind of 4 king Vikeamaditys was ?
(1iy Why did his peoplz love Vikramaditya ?
(i) What pame did the shepherd bovs pla¥ when they found tha
Judge's seat ?
{iv) ‘What change came over the boy when hie sat on thie seat T
{v) Why did the people bring their cases to the shepherd boy 7
{vl} What did the king do when he heprd the nows 1
{wii) What was done with the Judgement-Seat when it was fouad ¥
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(vlil) What reasons did the firs; three angeis give for not allowing the
king to sit on the Judgement-Scat ?

{ix) Why was the shepherd boy able to it oo the Judgement-Scal T

1L Narrate in your own words e episode of the Judgermnens-Sear.

EXERCISES

4. Word formation

Ler iy review wihat you fhave learnr ebent word Sormation. Notlce thar
meany Words ave formmed by adding e suffix -

“meRd 1 Jodge- judgomen
-Heye s - slow flowness
=ce : important Importance
=tioN 1 expand expansion
=len: Imstruct Inatruction
-afton: telux relaxation
=t 1 sirong strength
=&l 1 purpose proposal
=ity : repufar regularity |
=ty 1 loval lawalty
shood s fulse falsehood
-t pure purify

A long st i3 given betow, Form ronns frem the folloving: words o plying
thie metkod given aboye —

‘tfue : sgentle; punish; pronounce : speak : poor; wisdom
long ; appear; act: quarrel i @ppreciate ;. deep | different ;
decide; satisfy: nelghbour i think; sovereign possess;
lgnorant ;  disturh i observe ; assemble ; prostrate.

Correct the spellings of thewords given In Frolics in the sentences below.

L. But when be had heard the question, even 1o the cves of the
Trolfck-some bovs, he seemed guifer diffvent.

2. For though they could not opresiare the Judgement, vet his tone
and marnce were sirange and fmmpresive.

3

Still they thought It was fun, and went away ggain, and, with a
g8ood desl more whispering, conculated another case.

4. Hespoke without thinking, but all, grewnd kim were learnd men,
who knew the chrosiee,

nloaded from https:// www.studiestoday




nloaded from https:// www.studiestoday.

Glossary

Pluro ;

THE BLACK CAT

NOTES

hare it Is the namo of black cat.  Actually Plute, in Grock
mytholeey, isthe nam s of the king ‘'of the under-worid ar
Hell,  Surcly the black cal has some resemblance with the
Devil as suggested by its nome,

fmade fo : forced to » caused to.
Got : hecame.

fn cold bload ; without any feeling or emation:
ol Betwesr my feer @ wont belwasn my fect.
ey @ passed,

asked them in 2 asked them to

come (n.

I Ansiver the following EsTions f—

(1)

{11}
{iif)

{iv)

(v}

(v

vt}

(viii)

{Ix}

. (x)
(xi)

(xii)

What kind of animals did the narrator love best when ks was a
child?

Tn whist way his did clisracter chanze 7

What did he do on2 night whan he cams home quite [ate from the
fnm 7

What did this cat di whin hie came near 7

Why did he hang the cat 0

What did he thiok of 45 he watehed the house burn ?

Whit did he s2¢ one night in the corner of the inn 7

How was the cat like Pluto 5 )

How did the narrator 111 hig wife 7

What did he do with her body 7

How did the palice find our the dead body.

What did they se= in the hole in the wall 7

&L Drave in yowr owe wardt o chtractar sietel of the naredior af the story,
e Black Car ™

A.

EXERCISES

fn this exerelse pow ivavg piras choices i a, b, and e, Choose the one which

mast iedrly means the same as tha words fralicized ,

i}

{a)

L loved thoss animals whish iave fearned 1o flve with wmen aud shars
HElr fome

petting (b) pests (g} pels,
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WOTES AND EXERCISES 11

tily One aight sap in the forel, drinking as usual
fay inner (hY Im (&Y inn

I T+ i I, - 'm s PR B -
(1) The cat teled to poy bacsk a wrpnyr dore {f on me.
(0} takerevienge: (b)) revere: () -Teveal

(v} [ eflered 1o oy the cat from the s who oweed tle sl hotel

f¥} Ihave be

ay 1 | feq My lttle o hing. {¢} mot & Tittle.
(v} The
fa) T (s 1) By | I L | fe) nwike me.
vit) AFenee TT2EL A niup and down oy I
(] 11 {ERY] 1 | (&) only an me
{ I th vt n
(a i 1 tly LY
{ixy 1 spent few moments tooking for the cat bot it was gone,
{a% n aulfh s (b} @ Hulewhile (2) wlmost an hour
{x) Mv paturnl ghodness ol soul fed me to-love adimals,
{8y Forcod (B caused (&) wllawed
{xl) Ther= 17 somathing m the love ol pets that speaks directly toa
person’s hear
(ay  immrdiat fhy stronely (e} wrfaight

(xliy The cat followed me homz, antl' 1 alfewed {f ro do 5o

(ad  wanted (B) det it (e} led it

& [ arraaead fnfwe wimng.  Eack of iliewordy in the
& ol e .|I if 1T :.'. [l T Lo e P L] I.I: |.'rr=.
it ! figi ]

Fil iV iy LTIR i HIgRE aRaRTIg correcily —

1, Iree lead

2 likeahle cuke

b beaatiful BotntiTul
b Tollow reil

5. difficulty dedrepse

6 ety

7. apparcnt loathsome

B. increase slawly

Y guickly imprison
10, carclully carclissly
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THE HAPPY PRINCE

NOTES

E word
vaifow 23 small bird long-winped snd swifi-fiving which migrites 1o wans
chuntries daring winter.

i infect-1ike bugrerl]
Lhin.
ripiles small waves | ruilling of water's surlaes
ritlicill oy 2 desorving to Be laughed at ¢ absurd
riittered § clvirped ; uttered series of sounds
trifling « non-serious? friv alots;
Fnil=wge 3 aet shelier
alighted + dismounied : came Lo &8 h framith
iFTEs © slrange | uniisogi,
Py pae 2 outlel For smoke over a lernn =
drenched © completely wel.
firfiy ¢ high,
Wars : lired,
coarse 4 Tough & ot smioeth
Pricked i sirached,
Feamixiress T sowing woman
Fudessal ; base supporting column or plilar buse ol a statns

A

The Nite =& tiver in Egvpt.
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NOTES AND EXERCISES 59

NMow this sovereign had leng deslred to be posessed with the splrit

of law and Justice.
And the counranence of the stone angel was ful of sorrow,

Only cne angle wes leflt mporrding the marble slab, and the king

drew near with great confidancs, for todey be felt sore of belng 7

allowed to take his place.

Read each sentence supplying the corvect form af verk in parertheses i—
t the men of his own day

1. He wasso streng, true ond gentle tha
almost (worship) him.
The guilty (tremble) when they came befere him, for they Enew
that his eyes would {loak ) straight into their guilt.
He was pow full of gravity, end instead of answering la fun, be

(rake) the case seriously, and (rive] A0 BOSWET which in thet parils

cular case was the wisest that the man (has) ever heard.

At these words the king fulya< ifa light (were blazed) up with in
him.

But when the'kiog came to himself snd was alone, pondering over

the maiter, he (see) that 1he last angel had cxplainsd the mystery.
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Coffin + A chest or box Tor a dead person to be buried in.
carhedral 1 church,

tossing 1 throwing from side to side.

slumber : light sleep.

Phenomenpn | remarkable thing ; oeourance,

maraenent + anything that serves (o commemorate especially strusture or
building ; m memary of something (csp. a butlding)

sreeple @ lafiy structore especially a tower,

withered ; faded ; decayed,

roprihler o p vesse] ; & container,

gurfer ; channe! at the side of o roud toocarry away rafn-woter.
proekingr s 1ight fitting coverings for the fect and [eps,
dartad’s moved swiftly,

swaaped @ come down with & roash,

Yistigasly @ with oo interest in what 4 going on around.
arghuay ¢ ourvod siructure § anythipg shaped fike an arch,
picked off : took off { plucked off.

elisrening 1 shimng broghtly ; sparkiing,

smgpped : broke with a sharp crack,

shabby ;o bad condition,

prociameation @ public announcement made by beatine 8 drum.

£

e ; fire-plaee for heating.
atigwer fhe followlng questions brictly

1. Whkere did the statve of the Huppy Prince siand and why was I

admired ?

2. Why did the little Swallow stay hack whileall his friends lefi for
Egypt? Why did be leave his belaved, the Reed ?

3. Why was the Happy Prince in tears 9

4. What did the Prince ask the Swallow to du Tor the first time

5. Why did the Swallow feel warm inspite of so much cold ?

6. What remarkable thing did the Prefessor of Bielogy sce while passing

over the bridge 7

7. What did the Prince ask the swallow Lo do for him the second time ?
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What did the Prince command the $wallow to do for the third time to
help the mateh girl 7
% Why did the Swallow resalve to stay with the Prince 7

Wirat sufferings of men and women did the Swallow s=¢ whiic fiylog
over the eity 2

1. ‘What was the Swallow asked to give to the poor now 7
12 Howand why did the fittle Swallow dic and why did the Prinoc’s hizart
break ?
13,  Why did the Prince look shabby to the Mayor and his councillors 7
14, What did they do with the slatue 7
15.  Why did 1he Counsiflors quaree) 7
16, What lesson do you learn from the story 1
H. Give g shors charaoier-shereh af the Happy Prince. I
I Napraiedn your own words how the Prince and the Swallow worked |

fagerher i reffove Hip s ffering of He peaple,

EXERCISES

Increase ¥our word-building power

(a) Use the following palvs of words in semtences of vour own fo make clear the
differenee i thelr meantogs »
cloak, clock i coat, quote 3 lip, leap ; chest, chaste; qulte, quiet ;
waisl, waste ;- baw, bough;  hale, whole 5 bare, bear ;  sail, sales
GOUrse, Coarse.

by Use the fallowing pheases in sanences of vour awn fo make thair meantaes
clear ;—
to pat up with ; to look for: to pass by : to take off.

{0} Form verts from the followiie *—
ridiculous ; spring £ light | maleh ; desert.

() Farmt nians from the folioy g 1 —
lazy ;'sdmire | weigh ; utter ; prepare ; appreciate.

&) Wivire the anyromeni (apposites) of the Sollmwims -
bigh ; tall ; slender ; full ; plenty &

beauriful ; drench ; coarse ; bare.
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THE BET

MNOTLES
Glossary

pacing ; walking (from ome place te another) in reggla sieans
capital puiislanent © death » entence;

obaolete © no longer used ; out of date : oid-fushicasd.
ingtanly . immedistely.

frcestandly | constantly ; Don-stop.

banged 1 thumpted, struck noisily.

miftion ;& thousand thousands ; tén Juklis.

celf i small room in a prison for a single occupant.
Fidicdons : descrving to be loughed i 3 ahsurd.
Walate : bresk.

zealpuyly @ carnestly | enthusiastically.

ertifice ; learned 3 scholarly.

haphazard accidental, by chante, at random.

#hagey : rough ; coarse hair,

senile weak In body and mind.

emigciaiion ; exeessive thinness dug 1o starvalion.

¥oud s emply ; viacant § painful awareness of [ogs,

fiadl cwesk | eusily breakable.

Bartered @ exchapge goods considered of equnl values,

witfie @ put gside the claim § relenguish,

stipndated © Axed as essential condition Lo sn agreament,
resgictarion @ act-of renouncing ar disclaiming ¢ sell-denial.

I Giveshiort amsvers to the followine 2
{#) Repraduce in your own words the controversy between  capita
pumishment and life-impriscoment 7
(1) Whnt was the bet between the banker and the Jawyer ¥
(idi) What were the terms and conditiops of the bet'?
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(iv)
(v}
(vi)
[wii)
{viii)
(i)
(x)
{xt)
(xid)
[aiii)
(xiv)
Lav)
il

fa

L
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When woald the bet hecome void and aullified 7
Where did the banker imprison the lawver 7
What did the lawyer do diring the first year of his imprisonment !
What did the lawyer do In the fifth year of his imprisonmeznt 7
What did he do in the subsequent years 7
Why did the banker get worried at the end of fifteen years ?
What did the banker degide (o da 7
How did the lawyer look after fifteen years 7
What did the banker And writt=n on the sheet ?
Why did he weep and Kiss the lawver's head 7
Why did the prisoner cscape ?
What didd the banker do with that document of renuncistion 7
Marrate (o veur own words fur siory of the strange bet Betveen the banker
and the laeper,  What maral fosson dosg it convey F
EXERCISES
Lise the follewing idiontalic exprasslony in seniences of vour ol to make
thelr meaning clear »
to stick in ; tostake; tofuli on; to grope for; to poke one's nose
into ; not'a soul ;1o make up one’s mind.
Suggest ar leavt fwe mmare words witich lave the same medninzs as cach word
given below :
incessant ; loneliness ; boredom | complicated ; zealous ; erudition
fnecessary ; imumorts].
Form nouss from the following
observe | imprison; safler; pzrmir; daprive | receiva; happy :
hungry.
Separate the nouns, verbs and adiectives fram the following lis af words
immoral ; humane ; lvely : temper: agree ; ridiculous ; viclate

obligation ; deprive ; attempt ; heavenly; courage: freedom ; agita-
Lion ; peep ; movement | shagey.
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THE LAST LEAF

NOTES
“Gipssary

guainr ¢ old fashloned, odd ; fancifol,

prcumanie ; aoute inflammation (causing redness aad swelling! of one or
hath the lungs.

epidemic @ discase rapidly sproading in one area among many people,

cantrasted @ canght (diseass).

searcely © hardly 5 with dithHouliy)

bedsread  Frame of o bed.

adiacent »nearhy | neat-doar (roont).

wielded ; handlcd ; waed ably.

masterpiece 1 hest picce of an artist.
fragile : weak ; delicate ; casily breakable,
window-gi{! : horlzontal lodge under & window. ]
peered out ¢ lookod out,

ferce: savage ; cruel ; violent | intensc | sirong.
gitsts s sudden strong rush of wind,

parrered ;sound of many quick light taps.
eavey : projecting edees of & roof,

autrition o cood food

witite mguge @ a-term af love | dear (addresz).

I. Give short answdrs ro the following questions
{i} What was the doctor's diagnosis of Mary’s silment 7
{ii) What did Mary count, while logking out of the window of her raom 7
What was her fancy obout her death ?
{itl) What did Sue think of Mary's faney about her death ?
by How did John save the Jife of Marw'?

{v) “T havebeen a bad girl, See,’ said Mary. When and why did Mary
say a0 Y
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(v} What did the doctorsay about Mary's recovery alges the psyehologi-
cal chapge came in-fer 7
(vii) What things were found which suggested that John hed been outside
on "such o deasdiul pight'™ 7
(vili} What was old Joha's mosterpiece and why |
1l.  What role did Sue play {n evice e 10 of hir friend, Mary 2
ITl.  Wap s elee pheme or the cencral felea-of the story
IV, Givea characier skeiel of Jolie.
EXERCISES
£ Rewrte the folleving geatences wsing ong word dn pioce of the fralicized
werils.
(0} She looked out of the window wieh anyiety.
{b) The lopesomest thipg in the woeld i3 2 soul when It |5 making ready
Lo 2o on its journey - coverad i mirstery,
(¢) Hisshousand clothing were wel through and cold {ike fee.

(d) Giving neurdgimen: and care now—1hoi"sall,

(e John coniracled the disease whicl causes diffameaiion of the lungs,
I, Make seareizor nsicg the fullawing idlomatic expresstony 5o as g bring
et megning elearly ;
toset up  to make up one’s mend 7 1o have something on mind § 1o
tarn lopse one™s hold.
I Find words from the story faving the following meanings :
(1) a disease that spreads rapidly and among many peaple:
(15 - projecting edges of a'tooll
(i) somzthing fanciful aud old-feshioncd

(v} A0 instfument used for measuring temperature.

IV, Fili tn eqel blank space in the passage given betow, with one of the follow-
g words
Failen ; dreary | ivy ; anxiously ; count ; skeleton ; autumng crumbling:
brick § decayed.
She looked——out of the window. What was thore to—-—7 There was
only & bate, ——Yard to b2 seen and the blank slde of the——house twenty
feet awey.  Anold, old = —vyine, twisted and——al the rouvts, climbed half way

up the biick wall. Because of —— s leaves had——until| i1s——branches clung,
w05t bire, 1o the——bricks.
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THREE QUESTIONS 23

The king approached him anpd said, *‘For the last time [
pray You to answer my guestions.”

“*Your questions have already beem answerd,” said the
hermit,

“What do you mean ?"" said the i.iing.

The hermit replied, if you had not pitied my weakness
yesterday and had not dug these beds for me, but had gone your
way, that man would have attacked you and vou would have
repented of not having staved with me.  So the most imporiant
time was when you were digging the beds.  Besides, 1 was the
mest important man and to do me good was vour most important
business. Afterwards, when that man ran towards us, the most
important time was when you were attending on him; for if you
had not dressed his wounds he would have died without having
made peace with you: So he was the mest important man and
what you did for him was your most imiportant business
Remember then that there is only ope time that is important—
NOW It is the most important tme becaue it is the only time
when we have any power., The most necessary man is he with
whom you are; for no man knows whether he will ever have
dealings with anyone else. The most important affair is to do him
good because for that purpese alone was man sent into thus
world!™

— Leo Tolstoy
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THE CABULIWALLAH

My duughter Mini, when she was five-year old. could not live
without chattering. Her mother was often apnoyed at this and
would like to stop ler talking so much, but I would not. It was
unnatural for Mini to be guict, and I could not bear her quictness.
So my own talk with har was always lively.

One morning, for example, when [ was in the middle of
writing the seventeenth chapter of my new novel, my little Mini
gtole into the room, and puttipg her hand into mineg, said; “'Bhola
zays there is an elephant in the clouds, blowing water out of his
trunk, end that i why 1| rains ! Is jt true, father 7

And while T sat still, teving to think of some answer to this
she quickly turned to another subject. “Father ! What relation is

ALl

Mother to vou ?

I spid seriously 1 ¥'Go and play with Bhola, Mini | T am
busy." .

The window of my room overlooks the road. The child had
sented herself at my feet near my table. and was playing softly,
I was siill working hard on my chapter, when suddenly Mini left
her play and ran to the window erving: ““A Cabuliwallah ! A
Cabuliwallah 1" And indeed, in the street below, there was a
Cabuliwallah walking slowly along. He wore the loose gown of
his people, and a tall turban. He carried a bag on his back and
boxes of grapes in hiz hand

I cannot tell what my daughter’s leclings were when she saw
+his man, bul she began to call him loudly. The Cabuliwallah
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THE CARULIWALLAH 29

pictured her running to him as she used to do, culling, “Q Cabuli-
wallah ! Cabuliwallah " He had imagined, too, that they would
laugh and talk together, just as they used to do. Indeed, in
memaory of former days, he had brought, carefully wrapped up in
a paper. a few nuts and grapss, which he had somchow managed
to gel from a countryman. His own little store of money had all
gone while he was in prison.

I repeated : **There isa ceremony in the house, and you will
not be able to see anyone today.”

The man’s face fell. He looked sadly at me for a moment.
then said, ““Gooed morning,” and went out.

I felt a little sorry, and would have called him back, but he
returned of his owa will. He came elose up to me and held out
his gifts with the words : 1 have brought these few thinps, sir,
for the little one.  Will you give them to her 7"

[ took them, and was going to pay hLim, but he caught my.
hand and said : “You are very kind. Sir! Keep me in your
memory., Do ol offer me money | You have a little girl: T too:
have one like her in my home. I bring this fruit to your child
because of my own daughter, and not to make a profit for myyself.”

Saying this, he put his hand inside his' big loose ceat and
brought out a small and dirty piece of papsr. Usfolding it with
great care, he smoothed it oot with both hands on my table. [t
bore the impression of a little hand, Not a drawing. Juost the
impression of an ink-smeared laid flat on the paper. Year after
year, when he came to Calcutta to sell hiz goods in the streets, he
had carried, next to his heart, this touch of the hand of his own,
little daughter,

Tears came into my eyes. I forgot he was a poor Cabuli frujt-
geller; while I was. ... But no, what was I more than he 7 He also
was a father. That impression of the hand of his little Parvag
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in her distant mountain home reminded me of my own little Mini.

I sent for Mini immediately from the ioner room. Many
difficulties were raised, but [ swept them aside. At last Mini came
and stood quietly before me, dressed in her red silk marriage sari.

The Cabuliwallal szemed amazed at the sight. He could not
renew their old friendship. At last he smiled and samid : “‘Little
one are you geing to yvour father-in-law’s house 7

But Mini now understood the meaning of the word **father-in-
law,” and she could not answer him as she used to do.  She stood
silently before him with her lovely head bowed down.

I remembered the day when the Cabuliwallah and my Mini
had first met, and T {elt sad. When she had gone. Rahman shook
his head sorrowfully and sat down on the floor. Theidea had
suddenly come to him that his daughter too must have grown up,
while he had been away so long. He would have to make friends
again with her also.  He would certainly not find ber as she was
when he had last seen her.  And besides, what might not have
happened to her in these eight years ? 4'

The marriage-pipes sounded, and the mild antumn sunlight
streamed round us. But Rzhman sat in the little Calcutta lane,
and saw before him (he barren mountains of Afghanistan:

I took out a huadred-rupse note, gave it to him, and said,
“Go back to your daughter, Rahman, in your own country, and
may the happinesd of your meeting bring good lortune (o my
child 1™

Having made this peesent. T had to "cut dowan some of the
festivities. | could not have the electric lights I had intended, nor
the military band, and the ladiss of the house were despondent
mbout it. But the wedding feast was all the brighter lo me
becausz of the thought that, in a distant lancd, a long-lost father
bad met agnin his only child:

— Rabindra Nath Tagore
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THE EMPEROR'S NEW CLOTHES

Many years ago there lived an Emperor who was so fond of
wiew clothes that he spent all his money on dress and finery. He
-cared nota straw for his soldiers, nor for going to the theatre or
driving in the park ; all the really cared about was showing his
new clothes. He had a coat for every hour of the day, Just as
in the other countries men speak of the *““King in Council,”” so
fiere men spoke of the “Emperor in Wardrohe.™

The great city where he dwelt was a very pleasant place. Many
strangers visited it every day. One day two impostors arrived who
gave themselves out for weavers, and pretended they knew how to
weave the most beautiful cloth imaginable. MNot only were tha
colours and patterns altogether oul of the commaon, but the elothes
made from such cloth had the peculiar property of being invisible
to every man who was either unfit for his office or stupid.

“They would indeed be wvaluable clothes,” thought the
Emperor. “'By wearing them, I could find out which of my
ministers are unfit for the posts they occupy, and I could tell the
wise from the slupid. Yes; some of that cloth must be woven fer
me at once.”  And he gave the two impostors & lot of money in
advance so that they might begin their work.

Accordingly they set up two looms and pretended they were
working, but there was absolutely nothing upon the looms. Very
soon they demanded the finest silk and the purest gold thread,
which they put carefully away, and worked on with the empty
looms till Iate into the night.
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